Brain Tumor and Air Pollution Foundation

21865 Copley Drive ( Diamond Bar CA 91765

Michael D. Antonovich, Chair
Robert Davidson, Vice Chair

Minutes

March 31, 2003

The inaugural meeting of the Brain Tumor and Air Pollution Foundation was called to order by Barry R. Wallerstein at 12:02 p.m.  Present by teleconference from the location indicated were the following Directors (in alphabetical order):

Michael D. Antonovich – 21865 Copley Dr., Diamond Bar CA 91765 (AQMD)
Hal Bernson – 18917 Nordhoff St., Suite 18, Northridge CA 91324
Robert Davidson – 3360 E Pico Blvd., Los Angeles CA 90023

Also present by teleconference from the locations indicated were the following individuals (in alphabetical order)

Dr. Keith Black – 8631 W 3rd St, #800 East  Tower, Los Angeles CA 90048

Chery Cooper, SCAQMD Administrative Assistant – AQMD

Dr. Jean Ospital, SCAQMD Health Effects Officer  – AQMD
Patrick (Rick) Pearce, SCAQMD Chief Financial Officer  – AQMD
Dr. Barry Wallerstein, SCAQMD Executive Officer  – AQMD
Kurt Wiese, SCAQMD Principal Deputy District Counsel – AQMD
1. INTRODUCTION OF INITIAL DIRECTORS 
AND FOUNDATION GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
Present by teleconference were Directors Michael Antonovich, Hal Bernson, and Robert Davidson.  Dr. Wallerstein briefly stated that the Foundation’s purpose is to research possible links between air pollution and brain cancer.  
2. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

(a) Kurt Wiese presented the Organizational Certificate and advised that the Directors present need to adopt the Bylaws and select a chairman. 
APPROVE BYLAWS; APPOINT JAMES SILVA

Moved (Bernson), seconded (Antonovich), and unanimously approved, to adopt the Bylaws with the following amendment:  Article III-Directors, 3.1(B) shall read:  
“The exact number of Directors within the range provided for under paragraph 3.1(a) hereof shall be fixed at four (4) and may from time to time, within the limits specified in these Bylaws, be changed by a resolution adopted by the member”
and to appoint James Silva to the Foundation’s Board of Directors.

(b) ELECT CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN

Moved (Bernson), seconded (Davidson), and unanimously approved to elect Michael D. Antonovich Chairman of the Foundation.  Moved (Bernson), seconded (Antonovich), and unanimously approved to elect Robert Davidson Vice Chairman of the Foundation.
(c) APPOINT OFFICERS
Moved (Bernson), seconded (Antonovich), and unanimously approved to appoint the following officers of the Foundation:

Chief Executive Officer – Dr. Barry Wallerstein, SCAQMD Executive Officer

Treasurer – Rick Pearce, SCAQMD Chief Financial Officer

Secretary – Chery Cooper, SCAQMD Administrative Assistant

(d) APPROVE PURCHASE OF CORPORATE MINUTE BOOK AND SEAL
Moved (Bernson), seconded (Antonovich), and unanimously approved to purchase the corporate minute book and seal.

(e) APPROVE ACCOUNTING YEAR AND DEPOSITORY
Moved (Bernson), seconded (Antonovich), and unanimously approved to adopt an accounting year of July 1-June 30 and to establish Foundation bank accounts at Bank of America.

(f) ADOPT CORPORATE SEAL

Upon advice of Counsel, Kurt Wiese, this item is continued to the next meeting of the Foundation.

(g) ESTABLISH PRINCIPAL OFFICE

Moved (Bernson), seconded (Antonovich), and unanimously approved to establish 21865 Copley Dr., Diamond Bar CA 91765 as the Brain Tumor & Air Pollution Foundation’s principal office.

3. AUTHORIZE LAW FIRM TO OBTAIN TAX EXEMPT STATUS
Moved (Bernson), seconded (Antonovich), and unanimously approved to authorize the law firm of Best, Best & Krieger to obtain tax exempt status for the Foundation.

4. APPROVE INITIAL STATEMENT OF INFORMATION

Moved (Bernson), seconded (Antonovich), and unanimously approved to approve the State of California Secretary of State’s Statement of Information of Domestic Nonprofit Corporation as presented by Counsel and naming the officers as indicated above, and naming Kurt R. Wiese as the agent’s for service of process.
5. PRESENTATION ON THE BROWN ACT AND POLITICAL REFORM ACT
Counsel’s memorandum of March 31, 2003, subject “Conflicts of Interest and Open Meeting Laws” was submitted as an attachment to the agenda.  There was no discussion.
6. ADOPT A WORK PLAN RECOMMENDING DISTRIBUTION TO FUND RESEARCH ACTIVITIES SUPPORTED BY THE FOUNDATION

Dr. Jean Ospital reviewed the proposed work plan.  He stated that the proposed areas for research projects the Foundation could undertake are 
(1) an initial assessment of brain tumor risk using an existing database compiled by the American Cancer Society, 
(2) integrating an extensive database on cancer incidence compiled by the cancer registries in Los Angeles and other counties with past air pollution monitoring data and exposure models to estimate historical exposures to air pollution levels, 
(3) analyze available tissue samples from brain tumor patients for markers of air pollutants such as particulates, metals, or other substances to determine if there are indicators of pollution exposure in brain tumor patients, and 
(4) develop animal models to assess the potential for changes in brain tissue that may be related to brain cancer in laboratory animals exposed to air pollutants.
Chairman Antonovich asked if the review(s) would include diet, suggesting that it be considered since diet has the ability to weaken the immune system.  Dr. Black suggested that one of the charges to the Foundation by the AQMD Board is to keep the efforts focused on air pollution and brain tumors, with which Mr. Bernson concurred.  Dr. Black indicated that genetics may play a role both as protective to protective and adverse effects.  Chairman Antonovich asked if there might be any correlation between parents’ drug use and brain tumors.  Dr. Black stated that one animal model indicates that one of the most effective ways of producing adverse effects is exposing expectant mothers to toxins, and that the Foundation would want to focus in on that as well.  Dr. Black indicated the developing brain is particularly susceptible to toxins.
Moved (Bernson), seconded (Antonovich), and unanimously approved to approve the work plan.

7. OTHER BUSINESS - None

8. PUBLIC COMMENT - None

9. SCHEDULE FUTURE MEETINGS- It was agreed that staff would contact the Directors to schedule future meetings as needed.

Moved (Bernson), seconded (Antonovich), and unanimously approved to adjourn at 12:22 p.m.

Dated:  March 31, 2003
_________________________________________


Chery Cooper, Foundation Secretary

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Date:  _________________

(to be approved at next meeting)
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