





April 7, 2000

Mr. Goodyear K. Walker

California State Lands Commission

Division of Environmental Planning and Management

100 Howe Ave., Suite 100 South

Sacramento, CA 95825

Final Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed Global West Fiber Optic Cable Project : Manhattan Beach Landing Site 

South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) staff has reviewed the Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed project. After reviewing the Final EIR, I am concerned that AQMD comments on the Draft EIR were not included in the final document. The AQMD had requested and received from the lead agency an extension for submitting comments. As a result, the AQMD submitted its comments by facsimile and by mail on December 3, 1999. A copy of the extension request letter from the AQMD was included in the Final EIR, but the actual comment letter was not.

I hereby request that the comment letter and attachment originally submitted on December 3, 1999, be included in the administrative record. For your convenience, I have included a copy of the December 3, 1999 comment letter on the proposed project for your files. The AQMD appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Draft EIR and wants to thank the lead agency for the additional time granted to submit comments. If you have any questions, please contact Gordon Mize, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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December 3, 1999

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed Global West Fiber Optic Cable Project : Manhattan Beach Landing Site 

· Volume 1 page 8-2 of the DEIR states that the use of horizontal directional drilling equipment and marine vessels during cable installation would exceed the daily NOx emissions threshold for a total of nine days while operating at the Manhattan Beach landing site.

Since a large portion of the NOx emissions are from marine vessels, one possible mitigation measure would be to repower the marine vessel with ultra-low emissions diesel engines. Enclosed you will find a copy of a report prepared for the Port of Los Angeles on repowering tugboat engines to assist you in evaluating the feasibility of this mitigation measure.

