FAXED: JULY 14, 2000

July 14, 2000

Ms. Nicole S. Criste

Community Development Director

City of Desert Hot Springs

65-950 Pierson Boulevard

Desert Hot Springs, CA 92240

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Desert Hot Springs Comprehensive General Plan (SCH   No. 2000021006)

Dear Ms. Criste:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Dr. Charles Blankson, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment
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Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Desert Hot Springs 

Comprehensive General Plan

1. Construction Emissions:  Table III-18 on page III-105 of the DEIR gives estimates of fugitive dust emissions expected to be generated from site disturbance, grading and building on the 22,485 acres of the city General Plan area.  The table does not, however, give any estimates of the other equally important air pollutant emissions that will be generated by the use of different types of construction equipment and vehicles during construction.  Construction equipment and vehicles generate emissions such as carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen oxides (NOX) and volatile organic compounds (VOC) during construction.  Given the distribution of the proposed land uses in Tables I-1 and I-2 of the DEIR, it should be possible to estimate the other air pollutant emissions using the assumptions and methodologies provided in the 1993 SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook).  It is suggested that an attempt at quantification of these pollutants be made in the Final EIR.  This will enable staff and the public to properly assess the magnitude of the other air pollutant emissions.

2. Emission Factors:  According to the footnotes in Table III—25, and to some extent in Table III-26, the emission factors used in estimating emissions from vehicle trips were taken from the Table A9-5 series in the Handbook.  Please note that the emission factors used in the A9-5 series were derived from an older and obsolete version of the California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) mobile source emission factors inventory, EMFAC7EP.   The ARB has produced more recent and updated emission factors in EMFAC2000.  Current emission factors have been demonstrated to be generally higher than those used in EMFAC7EP.  The AQMD recommends that the lead agency use the current emission factors to recalculate the motor vehicle emissions to reflect the most accurate data currently available.  The EMFAC2000 emission factors can be obtained from the ARB web page at www.arb.ca.gov.

3. Rule 2202 – On-Road Motor Vehicle Mitigation Options:  It is stated on page 2-18 of Appendix E that Regulation XV (Rule 1501) is one of the SCAQMD rules that the City of Desert Hot Springs is subject to.  Please note that Regulation XV or Rule 1501 has been replaced by Rule 2202 – On-Road Motor Vehicle Mitigation Options, since December 1995.  Rule 2202 currently applies to employees or employer sites with 250 or more employees.  Please revise this section in the Final EIR.  

4. Project Consistency:  The DEIR does not address the issue of project consistency with the regional and local air quality plans.  Both CEQA and the California planning, zoning and development laws require projects to be consistent with the jurisdiction’s air quality goals and objectives.  Please correct this omission in the Final EIR.

