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June 1, 2000

Ronald J. Kosinski

Office of Environmental Planning

CALTRANS District 7

120 South Spring Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Draft Initial Study/Environmental Assessment (DIS/EA) for the Interstate 5 & Western Avenue Access Program

Dear Mr. Kosinski:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Initial Study/Environmental Assessment.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Initial Study/Environmental Assessment.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Dr. Charles Blankson, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Alene Taber

Planning Manager

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

AT:CB
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Draft Initial Study/Environmental Assessment (DIS/EA) for the Interstate 5 & Western Avenue Access Program

The DIS/EA does not provide any quantifiable data for evaluating the air quality impacts of the proposed project.  It does not provide the significance thresholds for construction and operational emissions.  There is no information on current trends on air quality for the project area.  There is no data on carbon monoxide emissions at major intersections close to the project area and how these would impact sensitive receptors.  The DIS/EA does not provide any information regarding the adequacy of the proposed mitigation measures in terms of how these would reduce project emissions.  Specifically, the DIS/EA should provide the following information:

1. The status or level of air quality at the project site or the air quality trends for the general area.  Please provide data in the final EA showing the air quality trends, possibly for the past three consecutive years, for criteria air pollutants for the general project area.  This information can be obtained from the air quality reports compiled and released annually by the AQMD for monitoring station (Station 7) closest to the project site.

2. The construction and operational emissions, and all the assumptions that go into calculating project emissions.  On page 70 of the DIS/EA, it is stated that, “While emissions from construction activities and equipment are an unavoidable consequence of project construction, the impacts are short term.”  Whether long term or short term, project construction emissions should be estimated for purposes of determining the adequacy of the conclusions made by the lead agency.  The DIS/EA needs to provide information, for example, on the number and type of construction equipment used, the intensity of use of each equipment, the number of construction workers, average trip length, emission factors for construction equipment as well as employee vehicles, and the number of days that the project would take to complete.  Please estimate the daily peak construction emissions.  The emission factors that are used in estimating construction emissions should be based on the California Air Resources Board 1999 BURDEN 7G Program, which are current.  Project emissions should then be compared with the significance thresholds for each of the criteria air pollutants.  The significance thresholds are found in Chapter 6 of the AQMD 1993 CEQA Air Quality Handbook.

3. The DIS/EA should identify the sensitive receptors near the project area and determine what impacts, if any, carbon monoxide emissions from traffic at the major intersections would have on the sensitive receptors.

4. Regarding mitigation measures, the lead agency should be more specific regarding the actions that are going to be undertaken and the frequency of those actions.  For example, action #1 at the bottom of page 70 should specify how often construction sites or dirt piles would be watered.

