FAXED: JUNE 1, 2000

June 1, 2000

Ms. Jindus Saleh

CALTRANS District 7

120 South Spring Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012-3606

Draft Initial Study/Environmental Assessment for the State Route 134 @ Hollywood Way Ramp Improvements

Dear Ms. Saleh:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Assessment.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Assessment.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Dr. Charles Blankson, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Alene Taber

Planning Manager

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

AT:CB
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Control Number

Draft Initial Study/Environmental Assessment (DIS/EA) for the State Route 134/Hollywood Way Ramp Improvements

1. In discussing the current air quality of the project area on pages 32 and 33, it would be helpful to present a table showing the air quality trends from the West Palm Monitoring Station, which is closest to the project area, for at least the past three years.  The table should show the state and federal standards for each air pollutant and the number of days in those years that those standards were exceeded at the station.  Please provide this table in the final Environmental Assessment.

2. Operational Emissions:  In response to Question 16 on page 32 of the DIS/EA as to whether the project will result in an increase in air pollution emissions, adverse effects on or deterioration of ambient air quality, the DIS/EA responds “Air quality did not reveal a significant effect on the environment.  Because the proposed project will not significantly increase cold start percentages, will not significantly increase traffic volumes and will improve traffic flow, the project does not require quantitative Carbon Monoxide (CO) analysis….The project will reduce emissions and improve air quality by improving traffic flow and decreasing traffic delays.”  The response may very well be true.  However, since an analysis was done, as indicated in the response, it would be helpful to the reviewer and the public in general if the operational air pollutant emissions for reactive organic gases (ROG or VOC), carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen oxides (NOX) and particulate matter (PM10) were presented in a table form in the text.  Please provide this data in the final Environmental Assessment.

3. Construction Emissions:  In response to Question 51 on page 40 of the DIS/EA regarding project construction impacts, the DIS/EA writes, “There will be short term noise, dust and access problems which will result from construction of this proposed project.  These temporary impacts will be mitigated to a level less than significant.”  The DIS/EA does not provide any information regarding the air pollutant emissions that would be generated during the construction of the project.  The final EA should provide estimates of how much of the following VOC, CO, NOX and PM10 emissions would be generated during construction.

4. Mitigation:  On page 40 of the DIS/EA it is stated, “Caltrans Standard Specifications pertaining to dust control and dust palliative requirements should effectively mitigate most dust problems during construction.  Construction of the proposed project may result in suspended particulate matter being generated.  Any impacts will be temporary, local and limited to construction areas.”  Though construction emissions are short term, CEQA Guidelines still require that the emissions be quantified and evaluated against the significance thresholds.  If the emissions exceed the thresholds, the project proponents are required to identify the specific mitigation measures that would be implemented to reduce the emissions to below significance.  In the final EA please identify the specific mitigation measures that would be implemented, and estimate how much of the construction emissions would be reduced by those measures.

