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March 3, 2000

Ms. Tonya Pace

City of Montebello

1600 West Beverly Boulevard

Montebello, CA 90640

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Resurrection Cemetery Mausoleum and Mortuary Addition: SCH# 99071116

Dear Ms. Pace:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Dr. Charles Blankson, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Alene Taber

Planning & Rules Manager

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
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LAC000203-08
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Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Resurrection Cemetery Mausoleum and Mortuary Addition

The DEIR does not provide any quantitative data on air quality impacts for the proposed project, which includes a 36,000 square-foot mausoleum, a 31,286 square-foot, 2-storey mortuary and a parking lot with 175 spaces.  On page 11 of the Initial Study, it is indicated that the proposed project is below the size (177 acres of construction per quarter, approximately 20,000 vehicle miles traveled or 2,000 trips per day for year 2005) that is expected to have significant adverse air quality effects either for construction or for operation…(Consequently), the impact will be less than significant.”  Because the document does not provide any quantitative data on air quality impacts of the projects, it is not possible to determine whether or not the air quality impacts are significant.

One of the criteria for determining project significance is whether the project would expose sensitive receptors to air pollutants.  On page 7 of the Initial Study, it is indicated that the proposed project, “is bordered on the north by single-family residences and commercial uses in South San Gabriel, an unincorporated portion of Los Angeles County; on the west by residential, commercial and light industrial uses in the City of Monterey Park; on the south by a Southern California Edison right-of-way and nurseries in Montebello; and on the east by apartments and condominiums in Montebello.”  According to the AQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook), residences are considered sensitive receptors.  See Chapter 5 of the Handbook.  Given the proximity of single-family residences, apartments and condominiums to the project site, and given further that site preparation, grading and construction of the mortuary and the mausoleum will cover a period of 18 months, (see page 3 of the Initial Study), it is important that enough mitigation measures be put in place to protect the nearby residents from project construction emissions.  Please indicate the specific actions beyond existing regulations that will be taken to reduce project construction emissions in the final EIR.

For assistance in identifying appropriate mitigation measures, please refer to Tables 1 and 2 of AQMD Rule 403 - Fugitive Dust, and Chapter 11 of the Handbook for an extensive list of dust control measures for mitigating emissions from construction activities.

