March 15, 2000

Jaime L. Aguilar, Project Engineer

Santa Margarita Water District

P.O. Box 2279

Mission Viejo, CA 92690-0279

Dear Mr. Aguilar,

Initial Study and Draft Negative Declaration for Phase II Ladera Zone II and Zone I
Water Transmission Mains, Pressure Reducing Stations, and Sewer Facilities
in Improvement District No. 4D Contract C-1664D

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-referenced document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency as it prepares the Final Negative Declaration (ND).

Please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final ND.

The SCAQMD is available to work with the Lead Agency to address the issues indicated in the attached comments and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact either myself at (909) 396-3054 or Ms. Barbara Radlein at (909) 396-2716, if you have any specific questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor

Planning, Rules, and Area Sources
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Comments of the SCAQMD

Initial Study and Draft Negative Declaration For Phase II Ladera Zone II and Zone I
Water Transmission Mains, Pressure Reducing Stations, and Sewer Facilities
in Improvement District No. 4D Contract C-1664D

The Draft Negative Declaration (DND) does not provide any qualitative or quantitative data on air quality impacts for the proposed construction of water transmission pipelines (16,750 feet), pressure reducing stations (3,000 square feet), and sewer lines (800 feet) in southern Orange County.  Because the document does not provide any quantitative data on air quality impacts, the lead agency has not demonstrated that the air quality impacts are not significant.

In the DND, Section 2, subparagraph 2.5 – Construction and Section 4, subparagraphs 4.3 – Air Quality and 4.15 - Transportation, the lead agency identifies the construction equipment to be used for the project, the number of workers commuting to the site daily, and proportions for trenching, shoring, pipe laying, backfilling, compacting and resurfacing/site restoration.  With this information, and using the emission factors and methodologies in the SCAQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook), the lead agency can calculate fugitive dust emissions, emissions from construction equipment, and emissions from construction worker commute trips.  (For on-road mobile source emissions, use EMFAC7G emissions factors, which can be obtained from the California Air Resources Board’s website at: www.arb.ca.gov.)  Once the lead agency calculates construction emissions, the results should be compared to the construction emissions significance thresholds in Chapter 6 of the Handbook to determine whether or not construction emissions generate significant air quality impacts.  Given that site preparation, grading and construction of the project site will cover a period of five months, it is important to quantify the air emissions to determine whether mitigation is necessary to reduce the impact from the project’s construction emissions. 

In addition, the lead agency should explicitly identify SCAQMD Rules and Regulations applicable to this project.  For example, because of the construction equipment and the potential to generate dust, the proposed project would be subject to Rule 402 – Nuisance, and Rule 403 - Fugitive Dust.  Specifically, Rule 403 requires implementing Best Available Control Measures (BACM) to control fugitive dust.  The lead agency should specify the BACMs that will be used for the proposed project.  Based on the type of BACMs to be used and the control efficiency for each BACM (see the control efficiencies for fugitive dust mitigation measures in Chapter 11 of the Handbook), the lead agency can calculate the net construction fugitive dust emissions for the proposed project.

As a result, the SCAQMD requests the Lead Agency to use the calculation methodologies in the Appendix to Chapter 9 of the Handbook to determine the significance, or lack thereof, of the air quality impacts associated with the construction of the pipeline, sewer lines and pressure reducing stations.  A summary table, included as part of the air quality discussion, that shows emissions attributed to the proposed project, emission reductions from mitigation measures (if any), and net remaining emissions would also be helpful to the reader.

