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April 20, 2001

Mr. Manuel A. Mancha

Planning Division

Pomona City hall

505 South Garey Avenue

Pomona, CA 91766

Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Expansion of 

The Pomona Valley Recycling Center

Dear Mr. Mancha:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Dr. Charles Blankson, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

LAC010327-04

Control Number

Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (DMND) for The Expansion of 

The Pomona Valley Recycling Center

1. Sorting Capacity:  On page 1 of the Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (DMND), it is stated that "the proposed equipment will increase the sorting capacity from seven tons per day to 20 tons per day…."  However, on page 5, it is stated that "the existing equipment, installed in 1996, has a capacity to separate recyclables at a rate of six to seven tons per hour,…and that "the proposed new system has a processing capacity of 20 tons per hour."  This appears to be conflicting information that may have a large effect on the analysis of operational air quality impacts from the proposed project.  If the statement on page 1 is correct, then the proposed project will increase the sorting capacity of the facility by  approximately 13 tons per day (20 tons/day - 7 tons/day).  If the statement on page 5 is correct, then the proposed project will increase the sorting capacity by approximately 95 tons per day [(20 tons/hr x 10 hrs) - (7 tons/hr x 15 hrs)].  

This distinction is important because it will substantially affect the number of new heavy-duty truck trips to the facility, which does not appear to have been calculated for the proposed project in the DMND.  In the final MND, please correct the apparent discrepancy regarding the increase in sorting capacity.  Further, it is recommended that operational emissions from the increase in heavy-duty truck trips be calculated, including all emission factors, trip lengths, assumptions, equations, etc.  In calculating truck emissions, please use emission factors from the current California Air Resources Board (ARB) EMFAC2000 model.  EMFAC2000 emission factors can be obtained from the ARB web page at www.arb.ca.gov/msei/msei.html.

2. Construction Emissions:  On page 6 of the DMND, it is stated that a new 43,220 square-foot structure will be built along the east side of the site to house the new equipment and sorting operations.  The DMND does not provide any quantitative data on VOC, CO, PM10 and NOX emissions that will be generated from clearing and grading the site in preparation for the construction, and also the emissions from hoisting the prefabricated metal walls into place.  Please provide the construction emission calculations, emission factors, and other assumptions, that are used to estimate project emissions in the final MND.  Please list the measures that will be implemented to reduce construction emissions should those emissions prove to exceed the significance thresholds listed on page 13.

3. Air Quality Data:   The air quality discussion on page 13 of the DMND references air quality data from the AQMD Pomona monitoring station between 1992 and 1997.  Please note that the 1998 and 1999 data are also available.  It would be helpful to present a table showing air quality data from the monitoring station for the past three or four years to show the air quality trends for the project area.  See the attached 1998 and 1999 air quality data.

4. Criteria Pollutant Thresholds:  The construction and operational significance thresholds for carbon monoxide is 550 pounds per day and not 55 pounds per day as reported on page 13 of the DMND and page 5 of the Appendix.

