FAXED: APRIL 20, 2001





April 20, 2001

Mr. James E. Hartl, AICP

Director of Planning

Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning

320 West Temple Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Notice of Intent to Adopt Negative Declaration for the Proposed

Reclaimation Plan for a 20-Acre Area Within a Surface Mining Site in Canyon Country – County of Los Angeles

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Negative Declaration.

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Negative Declaration. The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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April 20, 2001

Director of Planning
Notice of Intent to Adopt Negative Declaration for the Proposed

 Reclaimation Plan for a 20-Acre Area Within a Surface Mining Site in Canyon Country – County of Los Angeles

1. Although an estimate of 3.5 pounds per day from the on site processing of rock and sand is provided on page 10, Resources Section – 2 Air Quality of the Draft ND, this appears to be an emission estimate for the rock crusher only. Combustion emissions from onsite mobile equipment such as graders, heavy-duty haul trucks, pick-up trucks, etc. do not appear to have been estimated. Similarly, fugitive dust (PM10) emissions from grading, storage piles, dirt loading, etc. do not appear to have been calculated. In general, to facilitate the review of the air quality analysis by the SCAQMD and the public, it is recommended that all calculations, emission factors used, methodologies and assumptions for all emission sources (short-term construction including any site preparation emissions and long-term operational sources including the emissions from the rock crushing, screening operations and the emissions created by the daily truck trips) be included in the Final ND and future CEQA documents prepared by the lead agency. This information could be made part of a table’s footnotes, part of the narration on page 10, or as part of an appendix.

2. The SCAQMD understands that the lead agency has discretion to develop an environmental checklist that best reflects an initial evaluation of potential adverse environmental impacts that may be generated by a proposed project. The SCAQMD, however, requests that the lead agency delete the reference in checklist item 2.C. that refers to the screening tables in the SCAQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook. There are two reasons for deleting this reference. First, the tables were derived using an obsolete version of the California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) mobile source emission factors inventory (EMFAC7E). Further, the trip generation characteristics of the land uses identified in the Chapter 6 screening tables were based on the fifth edition of the ITE Trip Generation Manual. The most current version of this manual is the sixth edition. 

3. The SCAQMD is willing to work with the lead agency to develop an alternative criterion regarding identifying potential significant adverse air quality impacts.

