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February 23, 2001

Mr. Michael Story

Senior Planner

City of Rialto

150 South Palm Avenue

Rialto, CA 92376

Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration (PMND) for the Swift Truck 

Dispatch and Maintenance Facility, Rialto

Dear Mr. Story:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Dr. Charles Blankson, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Thank you for agreeing to extend the comment period for us to be able to submit our comments to you.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

SBC010131-01
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Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration (PMND) for the Swift Truck Dispatch and Maintenance facility, Rialto

1. Construction Emissions:  Although the lead agency has identified several measures on page 3-5 of the PMND to mitigate construction air quality impacts, without quantitative information on the project’s impacts, and quantitative control efficiencies identified for the mitigation measures, the lead agency has not demonstrated that construction air quality impacts will be reduced to “less than significant” levels.  To demonstrate that the proposed project’s impacts will be reduced to less than significant levels, it is recommended that the lead agency calculate and provide the results in a table that shows the unmitigated construction emissions, the individual mitigation measures, their control efficiencies, and how much the mitigation measures would reduce the criteria pollutants on implementation.   Calculation methodologies can be found in the SCAQMD's CEQA Air Quality Handbook 

In addition to the mitigation measures identified in Tables 3-1 and 3-2, the following measures are recommended for consideration to further mitigate construction emissions:

· Since a large amount of construction emissions are generated by diesel-fueled mobile equipment, the lead agency should consider replacing all such equipment with equipment powered by alternative energy sources such as compressed natural gas (CNG) or liquefied petroleum gas (LPG).

· The lead agency should also consider the possibility of requiring particulate filters on construction equipment.  Information on this can be obtained from the CARB web page: arbis.arb.ca.gov/toxic/diesel/ss.

2. Operational Emissions:  Similarly, the lead agency has not quantified operational air quality impacts and, therefore, has not demonstrated that operational air quality impacts will be less than significant.  Please provide estimates of the project criteria pollutant emissions after buildout in the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.

3. Mitigation Measures:   The AQMD recommends that the lead agency require implementation of all of the bulleted mitigation measures listed on page 3-8.  AQMD staff also suggests that the lead agency consider the following additional mitigation measures:

· Utilize, whenever possible, alternative energy resources such as solar energy in on-site buildings.  Passive solar features should be incorporated into building design.

· Install electrical conduit at the facility to allow for future facility electrification.  This will allow the facility to supply electricity to trucks equipped with the ability to operate electric heating, cooling, lighting and appliances as well as refrigeration units.  The availability of  electrical conduits at the site will reduce operation times for diesel engines as a power source for on-board equipment.

· Provide space for future construction of a compressed Natural gas (CNG) or liquefied natural gas (LNG) refueling station.  By reserving space for future construction, the applicant will be able to install a CNG or LNG refueling facility when there is sufficient demand for this fuel.

4. Future Analyses and CEQA:   On page 3-6 and 3-7 the lead agency identifies mitigation measures for construction and operation, respectively.  Both mitigation measures defer until the future, air quality analyses that demonstrate no significant adverse air quality impacts.  The AQMD believes it is inconsistent with CEQA and inappropriate to defer the air quality analyses to some future date because it deprives the public of the opportunity to evaluate the adequacy of the analysis and the adequacy of the mitigation measures to reduce impacts to insignificance.  As indicated in the preceding comments, the air quality analysis should be included in the document circulated for public review.

