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January 10, 2001

Mr. Rudy Zeledon

City of Rancho Cucamonga

Planning Division

10500 Civic Center Drive

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730

Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (DMND) CUP 00-43

C.R.H.O.

Dear Mr. Zeledon:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Dr. Charles Blankson, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment
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SBC001220-02
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Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (DMND) CUP 00-43-C.R.H.O.

1. The air quality discussion in the DMND qualitatively dismisses potential air quality impacts of the proposed project.  Without providing a quantitative analysis of potential emissions from construction and operation using the methodologies in the 1993 AQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook) or other approved methodologies, the lead agency has not demonstrated that the project’s air quality impacts are not significant. If quantification of emissions reveals that the project’s emissions exceed the established significance thresholds, then mitigation measures must be required by the lead agency.  

2. Because the project area is less than the SCAQMD significance threshold of three acres, the DMND concludes that the project’s impact will not be significant.  Please note that although the screening tables in the Handbook were developed by the AQMD, the AQMD no longer supports the use of these tables.  This is because the mobile source emission factors used in the tables are from an old version of the California Air Resources Board EMFAC model.  Furthermore, the trip generation rates are from an older version of the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Trip Generation Manual.

3. The lead agency has also not quantified operational air quality impacts and, therefore, has not demonstrated that operational air quality impacts are insignificant.  Simply relying on the General Plan is not sufficient to demonstrate that a project will or will not have significant air quality impacts.

