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June 8, 2001

Mr. Andres L. Soto

City of Colton

Community Development Department

659 North La Cadena Drive

Colton, CA 92324

Negative Declaration for Ralph's Grocery Company, File Index Number DCV-36-01 - Colton

Dear Mr. Soto:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Negative Declaration.

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Negative Declaration.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Dr. Charles Blankson, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

SBC010522-01

Control Number

Draft Negative Declaration (DND) – Ralph's Grocery Company,

File Index No. DCV-36-01

1. Methodologies:
The air quality discussion in the DND qualitatively dismisses potential air quality impacts of the proposed project.  Without providing a quantitative analysis of potential emissions from both construction and operation using the analysis methodologies in the AQMP 1993 CEQA Air Quality Handbook or other approved methodologies, the lead agency has not demonstrated that the project’s air quality impacts are not significant.  

2. Project Emissions:
Although the lead agency has identified some measures to mitigate construction and operational air quality impacts, without quantitative information on the project’s impacts, and quantitative control efficiencies identified for the mitigation measures, the lead agency has not demonstrated that construction and operational air quality impacts will "not result in any violation of air quality standards or contribute substantially to an existing or projected air quality violation during construction or in operations."  To demonstrate that project’s impacts will be reduced to less than significant levels, the lead agency should provide a table showing the unmitigated construction emissions, the individual mitigation measures, their control efficiencies, and how much the mitigation measures would reduce the criteria pollutants on implementation. 

3. Regulation XV:
On page 14 of the DND, it is stated that the project applicant will be required to comply with AQMD rules including Regulation XV.  Please note that Regulation XV has been replaced by Rule 2202 - On-Road Motor Vehicle Mitigation Options, since December 1995.  Please revise the discussion to reflect this change.

