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September 28, 2001

Ms. Grace R. Chan

Planning and Permitting Section

Solid waste Management Department

County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County

P. O. Box 4998

Whittier, CA 90607-4998

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Continued Operation of the Puente Hills Landfill

Dear Ms. Chan:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The AQMD also appreciates the one-day extension by the lead agency for providing comments on the proposed project.  The additional time was necessary to allow management sufficient time to review the project and the air quality analysis.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact  Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment
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Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the

Continued Operation of the Puente Hills Landfill

1. SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook:

Several references are made in the DEIR to the SCAQMD Air Quality Analysis Guidance Handbook of 1993.  Please note that this title is a working title for the revision to the Handbook that is currently in progress, but has not yet been approved by the AQMD's Governing Board.  The correct reference for the 1993 Handbook is CEQA Air Quality Handbook.  Please correct these references in the Final EIR.       

2. "NOCALM" Model Option:
Table 4.2-1 on page 4-2 of Appendix D, Air Quality Technical Report identifies the dispersion model options used to model air quality impacts from the proposed project.  Although the text states that all regulatory default options were used in the modeling with the exception of the calm processing option, the text does not explicitly mention "NOCALM" as one of the model options.  The "NOCALM" model option should be included in ISCST pursuant to  SCAQMD's recommended modeling protocol.

3. Modeling 24 new flares:

On page 4.3, Section 4.3 of Appendix D, Air Quality Technical Report, it is stated that the proposed project includes replacing the existing 24 smaller 1,000-scfm flares with 24 larger 1,600-scfm flares.  It is also stated that the 24 modified flares were modeled using a single flare located in the center of the flare station.  The proposed 24 flares should be modeled simultaneously as 24 single sources.

4. Estimated Project Combustion Impacts:
Table 4.3-2 on page 4-5 of the Appendix D, Air Quality Technical Report, shows estimated project combustion impacts.  Please identify the monitoring station from which the background concentration data were obtained.

5. Model Input and Output Data:

The lead agency did not provide the model input and output files for the air quality impact analysis and the health risk assessment.  Therefore, the results relating to air quality impacts cannot be verified.

