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South Coast
Air Quality Management District
21865 E. Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182
(909) 396-2000 ( http://www.aqmd.gov 
 FAXED:  AUGUST 28, 2002

August 28, 2002

Thomas Grahn

Planning Division

City of Rancho Cucamonga

P. O. Box 807

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91729

Dear Mr. Grahn:

NEGATIVE  DECLARATION  FOR DRC2002-00318 - PACIFIC

DEVELOPMENT GROUP

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Negative Declaration.

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Negative Declaration.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

SBC020813-02

Control Number

NEGATIVE  DECLARATION  (ND)  FOR  DRC2002-00318 -

PACIFIC DEVELOPMENT GROUP

1. Project Description:
The project description is too brief so it is difficult to properly evaluate the air quality impacts.  On page three of the ND it is indicated that "Both parcels are future building pads within the existing Vineyard Town Center."  It is not stated what uses these buildings will be put and what, for example, will be their actual impact on traffic in the area.  Please provide this and any other information that will facilitate the evaluation of the project's air quality impacts.

2. Project Emissions:  The air quality discussion on page 6 of the ND simple states that "The Initial Study prepared for the shopping center Master Plan identified that the land use was accepted as the baseline for the most recent air quality plan.  No changes have occurred on this site since the plan adoption."  The Initial Study for the proposed project relies heavily on the conclusions from an Initial Study for the shopping center Master Plan.  It would be helpful if the lead agency could summarize the impacts identified in the Master Plan Initial Study.  Although the brief project description suggests that the site may be graded and paved, it is not clear what site preparation is necessary for the proposed project.   The ND does not provide any information regarding site grading, the use of any construction equipment and the potential for any PM10 or other emissions from the grading and construction activities and whether these emissions will be significant. Construction typically generates exhaust and fugitive dust emissions from construction equipment, vehicles used to transport construction materials, construction workers' vehicles and from grading, loading and unloading soil.  Please note that without providing a quantitative analysis of potential emissions from both construction and operation using the analysis methodologies in the AQMP 1993 CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook) or other approved methodologies, the lead agency has not demonstrated that the project’s air quality impacts are not significant.  The lead agency may also use CARB's computer model, URBEMIS2001, to calculate project emissions.  URBEMIS2001 may be accessed on CARB's webpage: www.arb.ca.gov.  If the projected emissions exceed established significance thresholds, then mitigation measures must be imposed by the lead agency to reduce those emissions. 

