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August 30, 2002

Jim Morrissey

Planning Department

City of San Jacinto

248 East San Jacinto Street

San Jacinto, CA 92583

Dear Mr. Morrissey:

MITIGATED NEGATIVE  DECLARATION  FOR  THE COVE 

SPECIFIC PLAN: SAN JACINTO

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

RVC020821-01

Control Number

DRAFT MITIGATED NEGATIVE  DECLARATION  (DMND)  FOR  THE COVE SPECIFIC PLAN: SAN JACINTO

1. Project Emissions:  In discussing construction emissions, the lead agency states on page III-12 of the DMND that "the project has the potential to exceed thresholds due to the size of the project area and the fact that grading may occur within a single increment or project phase."   The lead agency, however, goes on to state that "expanding the grading schedule over several quarters will allow the impacts to be spread out over a longer period of time and, thus, reducing the concentration of air emissions below that identified in the adopted SCAQMD thresholds."   The Lead Agency does not calculate emissions for either construction or operation in the DMND.  The DMND relies on the Final EIR for Annexation 66 which concluded that "even after the implementation of mitigation measures, the long-term emissions of carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons, particulates and nitrogen oxides are expected to have a significant impact on regional air quality."   It would be helpful if the lead agency could provide more information in the summary of the impacts identified in the Final EIR for Annexatioin 66 in the Final MND.   Given the size of the project it would be helpful if the project emissions are summarized in the air quality discussion and the calculation tables showing actual project emissions for both construction and operation are presented in the Appendix.  These emissions should be compared with the appropriate significance thresholds and, if significant, mitigation measures should be identified to reduce those emissions to less than significance.  Please note that without providing a quantitative analysis of potential emissions from both construction and operation using the analysis methodologies in the AQMP 1993 CEQA Air Quality Handbook or other approved methodologies, the lead agency has not demonstrated that the project’s air quality impacts will or will not be significant.  The lead agency may also use California Air Resources Board's (CARB) computer model, URBEMIS2001, to calculate project emissions.  URBEMIS2001 may be accessed on CARB's webpage: www.arb.ca.gov.

2. Regulation 15:
On page I-11 of the DMND the lead agency states that "the proposed project shall comply with County ordinances and SCAQMD Regulation 15 requiring employers of 100 or more persons to participate in trip reduction and ridesharing programs."  Please note that Regulation 15 has been replaced with Rule 2202 which applies to employers with 250 or more employees.  Please revise this section of the DMND accordingly.

