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December 5, 2002

Ms. Karina L. Fidler

March JPA

3430 Bundy Avenue, Suite 107

Riverside, CA 92518

Draft Focused Environmental Impact Report (DFEIR) for the 

March Business Center - Riverside

Dear Ms. Fidler:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Focused Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Focused Environmental Impact Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact  Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS:CB

RVC021022-01

Control Number

Draft Focused Environmental Impact Report (DFEIR) for the

March Business Center

1. Consistency with the AQMP:
On pages IV-38 and IV-39 of the DFEIR the lead agency asserts that the proposed project is anticipated to be consistent with the AQMP because the proposed project will allow residents to work closer to home.  While acknowledging that to be consistent with the AQMP a project must be consistent with population (growth), employment, and housing projections, there is no discussion or indication whether or not the proposed project is consistent with growth projections.  Finally, although the proposed project may afford residents an opportunity to live closer to where they work, the proposed project appears to create nearly 75,000 new passenger vehicle trips per day at 15 miles per trip and over 5,700 new heavy-duty vehicle trips per day at 15 miles per day.  It is unclear whether or not these growth projections are currently in the existing general plan.
2. Construction Emissions:
On page IV-32 of the DFEIR it is stated that the "Air quality impact analysis considers operational impacts associated with the proposed project."  The lead agency does not discuss construction impacts and gives no reasons for this omission.  Please note that a project that involves over 1,290 acres would involve extensive grading which would likely generate significant amounts of PM10 as well as exhaust emissions from the use of construction off-road mobile equipment.  Please provide estimates of emissions that would be generated during project construction.  
3. Significance Thresholds for Construction:

Related to item #2 above, Table IV.C-3 on page IV-38 of the DFEIR does not show the significance thresholds for construction.  Please note that the following thresholds for construction emissions are recommended.  They  are 550 pounds per day for carbon monoxide (CO), 75 pounds per day for reactive organic compounds (ROC), 100 pounds per day for oxides of nitrogen (NOX), and 150 pounds per day for particulate matter (PM10).  These thresholds should be added to the table for the Final EIR.


4. EMFAC7G:
It is stated on page IV-39 of the DFEIR that project operational emissions were estimated using emission factors from EMFAC7G.  Please note that EMFAC2002 is available and that emission factors for on-road mobile sources in EMFAC2002 are more current than those in EMFAC7G.  The most current on-road emission factors are substantially higher than previous emission factors and the lead agency is therefore advised to use the factors from EMFAC2002 to estimate project's on-road mobile source emissions. 

5. Passenger Vehicle Trips:
On page IV-39 it is stated that the project will generate an additional 74,900 passenger trips per day.  However, in Appendix C it shows that 78,272 passenger trips will be generated per day.  Please clarify which is the correct number. 

6. Hot Spots Analysis:

The lead agency used EPA CALINE4 model to estimate the CO concentrations in the "Hotspots" analysis.  It is stated on page IV-41of the DFEIR that the model results printouts are in Appendix C.  Please note that the CALINE4 printout is not in Appendix C.  The CALINE4 model output which was provided by the lead agency at the request of the AQMD is incomplete.  Therefore the CO concentrations projected for the proposed project cannot be verified.  The lead agency needs to (i) address the number of intersections used in the CALINE4 model, (ii) tabulate all the CO concentrations at all the intersections modeled, and finally list the 8-hour average concentrations.
7. EPA SCREEN3 Model:
The lead agency estimated the health impacts for the diesel particulate emissions emitted from the proposed project.  The lead agency used the EPA SCREEN3 model to calculate the diesel PM concentrations and estimate the cancer risk and chronic hazard index as noted on page IV-42 of the DFEIR.  The SCREEN3 model printout is not provided for review.  Therefore, the input data (emission, source characteristic, and receptors) and diesel PM concentrations cannot be verified for their accuracy.  
8. Mitigation Measures:
AQMD staff has reviewed the list of mitigation measures listed on pages IV-44 and IV-45 of the DFEIR.  Since the air basin is classified as non-attainment for both the federal and state ozone, carbon monoxide and PM10 standards, it is important that the lead agency ensure the implementation of any measures which would reduce any of the criteria pollutants.  The following measures are recommended for the lead agency to consider where applicable or feasible:
· Trucks hauling dirt, sand, gravel or soil are to be covered or should maintain at least two feet of freeboard in accordance with Section 23114 of the California Vehicle Code.
· Construction access roads to the main roads should be paved to avoid dirt being carried on to the roadway.

· A construction relations officer should be appointed to act as a community liaison to oversee on-site construction activity and all emissions and congestion related matters.
· Restrict idling emissions from trucks by using auxiliary power units and electrification at the industrial warehouse facilities.
· Landscape with appropriate drought-tolerant species to reduce water consumption.
9.
Typographical Comment:
Table IV.C-2 on page IV-36 shows the 1996 Highest 8-hr average, ppm reading as 65.0.  This typographical error should be corrected to 5.0 in the Final EIR.

