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December 20, 2002

Jerry Guarracino

County of Riverside

Planning Department

4080 Lemon Street, 9th Floor

P. O. Box 1409

Riverside, CA 92502-1409

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the 

Wineville Center Point South - Riverside

Dear Mr. Guarracino:
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final  Environmental Impact Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact  Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment
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Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the

Wineville Center Pointe South - Riverside

1.
Health Risk Assessment (HRA):
The lead agency performed the cancer risk analysis using the U.S. EPA dispersion model ISCST3 according to the AQMD's recommended HRA methodology, with the following two exceptions:  

· The lead agency adjusted all cancer risks by a factor of 0.43 which represents the ratio between indoor and outdoor concentrations of diesel particulate matter.  Please note that the SCAQMD risk assessment procedures do not allow for such an adjustment.  
· The lead agency also applied worker adjustment factors (exposure duration of 163 days per year over a three-year lifetime).   These adjustment factors are also not allowed in SCAQMD risk assessment procedures.  

As a result of these two adjustments, the analysis in the Draft EIR concludes that cancer risks resulting from the proposed project would not be significant.  Removing these adjustment factors showed that risks at Jurupa Valley High School were estimated to be 11 in one million, which is over the AQMD recommended cancer risk significance threshold.  Attached for the lead agency's convenience is a copy of the AQMD's guidance for analyzing cancer risks from mobile source diesel emissions.
2.
Cancer Risk Significance Threshold:
   Please note that the AQMD's recommended cancer risk threshold of 10 in one million (10 x 10-6) is based on the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment's (OEHHA's) HRA methodology, namely, 70 years outdoor exposure.  Adjustments are allowed for workers (i.e., a 46-year adjusted exposure based on working eight hours per day, 240 days per year).  The AQMD's cancer risk threshold was developed to be used with AQMD-approved HRA methodologies.  Therefore it is not appropriate to compare adjusted cancer risk estimates to the AQMD's recommended cancer risk significance threshold.  If a lead agency chooses to use the AQMD's cancer risk threshold, the AQMD's recommended HRA methodology and assumptions should also be used.  
3.
Measures to Mitigate Toxic Air Quality Impacts:
By removing the adjustment factors used to calculate cancer risks from the proposed project, cancer risks exceed the AQMD's recommended cancer risk threshold of 10 in one million (10 x 10-6).  As a result, in addition to mitigation measure MM Air 6 on page III-3-22, the AQMD recommends adding the following mitigation measures:
· Provide a minimum of 300-meter buffer zone between truck traffic and sensitive receptors,
· Provide services on site to minimize truck traffic in or near sensitive receptors, including but not limited to the following services: meal or cafeteria services, automated teller machines, etc.

· Reroute truck traffic by adding direct off-ramps for the truck traffic or by restricting truck traffic on certain sensitive routes,
· Enforce truck parking restrictions,
· Restrict truck idling,
· Restrict operation to "clean" trucks,
· Use "clean" street sweepers,
· Pave roads and road shoulders, and
· Conduct air quality monitoring at sensitive receptors.
4.
Mitigation Measures:
AQMD staff has reviewed the list of mitigation measures listed on pages III-3-21 and III-3-22 of the DEIR.  Since the air basin is classified as non-attainment for both the federal and state ozone, carbon monoxide and PM10 standards, it is important that the lead agency ensure the implementation of any measures which would reduce any of the criteria pollutants.  The following measures are recommended for the lead agency to consider where applicable or feasible:

· Trucks hauling dirt, sand, gravel or soil are to be covered or should maintain at least two feet of freeboard in accordance with Section 23114 of the California Vehicle Code.

· Require the use of alternative clean fuel such as compressed natural gas-powered equipment instead of diesel-powered engines, or if diesel equipment has to be used, use particulate filters and low sulfur diesel as defined in AQMD Rule 431.2, i.e., with less than15 ppm sulfur content.
· Construction access roads to the main roads should be paved to avoid dirt being carried on to the roadway.

· A construction relations officer should be appointed to act as a community liaison to oversee on-site construction activity and all emissions and congestion related matters.

· Use light-colored roof materials to deflect heat.

· Install solar panels on roof to supply electricity for air conditioning and heating.

· Use double-paned windows to reduce thermal loss.

· Install central water heating systems to reduce energy consumption.

· Install energy-efficient appliances to reduce energy consumption, and
· Landscape with appropriate drought-tolerant species to reduce water consumption.
