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July 25, 2002

Mr. Steve McMasters

Department of Planning and Building

San Luis Obispo County

County Government Center

San Luis Obispo, CA 93408

Dear Mr. McMasters:

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the AT&T Fiber Optic 

Cable Project: San Luis Obispo to Los Angeles

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

ODP020618-01

Control Number

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the AT&T Fiber Optic Cable Project: San Luis Obispo to Los Angeles

1. Discrepancy in the Length of Proposed Cable Route:

Table III-I on page III-2 indicates that the length of the new build cable route in Los Angeles County is 4.45 miles.  The text on page III-20 states that the new build cable route in Los Angeles County will be 11.75 miles.  Please correct or explain this apparent discrepancy in the Final EIR.  Please also indicate whether or not this discrepancy has any effect on the construction emissions calculated for Los Angeles County.

2. Construction Emission Thresholds:
In Tables V.K.3 and V.K.-5 on pages V-297 and V-300 of the DEIR, the lead agency fails to include the daily construction emissions thresholds for the South Coast Air Quality Management District.  Please note that Chapter 6 of the 1993 AQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook identifies these daily significance thresholds.  They are 75 pounds per day for ROC, 100 pounds per day for NOX, 550 pounds per day for CO and 150 pounds per day for PM10.   Please include these thresholds also in the Los Angeles County Construction Emissions Summary table in Appendix J in the final EIR.   Please note the project's exceedance of the daily NOX construction significance threshold in the text.

3. URBEMIS7G:
The lead agency uses URBEMIS7G to estimate the project's air quality impacts.  Please note that URBEMIS2001 is now available.  URBEMIS2001 uses emission factors for on-road mobile sources that are more current than those used in URBEMIS7G.  The most current on-road emission factors are substantially higher than previous factors.  The lead agency is therefore advised to use URBEMIS2001 to estimate project emissions in order to accurately reflect the project's emissions.  The URBEMIS2001 model is available on the ARB webpage: www.arb.ca.gov.  

4. Construction Year:
In Appendix J, the table showing the construction equipment emissions for the Los Angeles County also lists the assumptions used in the URBEMIS program.  It is not clear from these assumptions what year was chosen for the project's construction.  The table shows construction year "200".  Please correct this in the final EIR.

5. Mitigation Monitoring Plan:
Section 7 on page V-313 of the DEIR states that "the table in Chapter VIII, Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan, summarizes the mitigation measures and monitoring requirements for this resource."  However, in Chapter VIII, under Air Quality on page VIII-20, it is noted that there is no project-wide mitigation and so no mitigation measures are listed.  This is erroneous.  On pages V-311 and V-312 of the DEIR, under AQ-LA/mm-1 and AQ-LA/mm-2, two extensive lists of mitigation measures are proposed to reduce the project's PM10 and NOX emissions.  Please include these lists of mitigation measures along with the responsible monitoring agencies in Chapter VIII in the final EIR.

