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May  30, 2002

April Soash

City of Monrovia

Department of Community Services

119 West Palm Avenue

Monrovia, CA 91016

Dear Ms. April,

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) 

Monrovia Public Library Building

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Mike A. Nazemi

Manager

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

MN: CB

LAC020507-08

Control Number

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR)

Monrovia Public Library Building

1. Construction Emissions:
The discussion of project impacts on page 2.2-6 of the DEIR is limited to the project's long-term operational emissions.  Please note that project-generated emissions also include short-term construction emissions.  Short-term impacts include fugitive dust and other particulate matter, as well as exhaust emissions from earthmoving activities and operation of grading equipment during site preparation, i.e., demolition and grading.  Short-term emissions also include emissions generated during building construction as a result of operation of equipment, operation of personal vehicles by construction workers, and coating and paint operations.  There are significance thresholds for construction as well.  These are discussed on page 6-4 of Chapter 6 in the 1993 SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook.    Where construction emissions exceed these thresholds, the Lead Agency is required to propose measures to reduce these emissions to less than significance.

2. URBEMIS2001:
It is noted on page 2.2-7 of the DEIR that the lead agency used URBEMIS7G to calculate long-term emissions and that the worksheets are in Appendix F.  There are two points to be noted about this.  The first is that the worksheets are in Appendix G and not F.  Appendix G also shows that the NOX construction emissions exceed the significance threshold.  On page 2.2-7 the lead agency concludes that the project will not generate significant pollutant emissions so no mitigation is required.  Since NOX construction emissions are significant, the lead agency should propose measures to reduce the NOX emissions to less than significance in the final EIR.  The second point is that URBEMIS2001 is currently available and has replaced URBEMIS7G as the model of choice and should be used to estimate project emissions.  URBEMIS2001 uses current emission factors and therefore reflects more accurately project emissions.  The lead agency is therefore encouraged to use URBEMIS2001 to calculate project emissions.  URBEMIS2001 is available on ARB webpage.  In discussing project's air quality impacts, both construction and operational emissions as well as the corresponding significance thresholds should be presented in the main text of the DEIR.  If construction emissions still exceed the significance threshold, the lead agency should propose mitigation measures accordingly.

