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November 14, 2002

Mr. Chris Stamps
Riverside County Planning Department
4080 Lemon Street, 9th Floor
P. O. Box 1409
Riverside, CA 92502-1409
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Audie Murphy Specific Plan 209 Amendment No. 4; Riverside COunty
Dear Mr. Stamps:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  In addition, thank you for allowing the AQMD to submit comments on the proposed project after the formal close of comments date.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment
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Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Audie Murphy Specific Plan 209, Amendment No. 4: Riverside County
1. URBEMIS 2001:
The lead agency uses URBEMIS 7G to estimate on-road mobile source emissions.  Please note that URBEMIS 2001 has been available since March 2002.  URBEMIS 2001 uses emission factors for on-road mobile sources that are more current than those used in URBEMIS 7G.  The most current on-road emissions factors have been shown to be substantially higher than previous emission factors.  The lead agency is therefore advised to use URBEMIS 2001 to estimate on-road mobile source emissions.  The URBEMIS 2001 model is available on the ARB website:  www.arb.ca.gov.
2. Microscale Analysis of Construction Emissions:
In the first sentence of the second paragraph on page V.C-61 it is stated that "…the mobile nature of the on-site construction equipment and off-site trucks will prevent any microscale violation of NOX or other standards."  This statement is not correct.  A Gaussian plume model such as US. EPA's ISCST3 could be used to perform a microscale analysis.  Based on the magnitude of the emissions and the distance to any sensitive receptor, localized NO2 impacts could be significant.  This statement should either be deleted or supported using an appropriate air quality model.
3. Mitigation Measures:
Given that the project's construction and operational emissions both exceed their respective significance thresholds, AQMD staff recommends that other mitigation measures be considered by the lead agency to help further reduce project emissions.  The following measures are recommended for the lead agency to consider where applicable or feasible:

· Trucks hauling dirt, sand, gravel or soil are to be covered or should maintain at least two feet of freeboard in accordance with Section 23114 of the California Vehicle Code.
· Construction access roads to the main roads should be paved to avoid dirt being carried on to the roadway.

· A construction relations officer should be appointed to act as a community liaison to oversee on-site construction activity and all emissions and congestion related matters.
· Use light-colored roofing materials in construction to deflect heat away from buildings.
· Use double-paned windows to reduce thermal loss in buildings.

· Install solar panels on roofs to supply electricity for home-heating and cooling systems.
· Install automatic lighting on/off controls and energy-efficient lighting.
· Landscape with appropriate drought-tolerant species to reduce water consumption.
