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April 18, 2003

Mr. Ernest A. Egger
City of Beaumont
550 East Sixth Street

Beaumont, CA 92223

Dear Mr. Egger:
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR):

Beaumont Retail Partners Specific Plan
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Jill Whynot
Planning and Rules Manager
Attachment

JW: CB

RVCO30311-04
Control Number

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR):

Beaumont Retail Partners Specific Plan 
1. Construction Emissions and Mitigation:
According to Table 4.3-6 on page 4.3-13 of the DEIR, NOX construction emissions exceed the SCAQMD significance threshold by over 404.81 pounds per day.  Although the lead agency promises to provide for enhanced reduction of construction-related emissions, the only mitigation measure the lead agency proposes in the DEIR calls for “all mobile and stationary construction equipment” to be properly maintained and records of such maintenance and tune-ups submitted to the City of Beaumont as part of the grading and building permit applications (page 4.3-13).  The document states that the proposed control measure will reduce the NOX emissions by only five percent.  Given the amount of exceedance of the NOX significance threshold, AQMD staff recommends that the lead agency consider requiring some of the following measures to further reduce the NOX emissions.
· Require the use of alternative clean fuel such as compressed natural gas-powered equipment instead of diesel-powered engines, or if diesel equipment has to be used, use particulate filters and low sulfur diesel as defined in AQMD Rule 431.2, i.e., diesel with less than 15 ppm sulfur content.
· Use electricity from power poles rather than temporary diesel- or gasoline-powered generators.
· Prohibit all vehicles from idling in excess of ten minutes, both on- and off-site.

2. Operational Emissions and Mitigation:
Table 4.3-7 on page 4.3-14 of the DEIR shows that the project’s CO, ROG and NOX emissions all exceed the SCAQMD significance thresholds.  On page 4.3-15 of the DEIR the lead agency concedes that “even with application of all feasible measures” the project will exceed the thresholds.  The lead agency states on the same page that “the project will comply with all applicable emission-reducing policies and regulations as outlined in EIR Section 4.3.3.”  Section 4.3.3, on pages 4.3-9 and 4.3-10 of the DEIR, discusses briefly the short, intermediate and long-term stationary and mobile source emission control measures contained in the 1997 SCAQMD AQMP.  These include “six stationary source emissions control measures,… area source credit programs designed to provide compliance flexibility and incentives for development of clean technologies,… seven on-road mobile source control measures,…and long-term emission control measures which rely on technologies that are not fully developed for commercial use such as fuel cells, hydrogen engines and fly-wheel batteries.”  

These statements taken from Section 4.3.3 of the DEIR do not describe the specific mitigation actions that will be undertaken by the lead agency to reduce operational emissions.   To facilitate project review as well as implementation and monitoring of the proposed mitigation measures, it is recommended that the lead agency list the specific measures that are being proposed.  The lead agency may also indicate the agencies that will be responsible for the implementation and supervision of these mitigation measures.  In addition, the lead agency should consider the following measures for inclusion in the mitigation program where applicable or feasible:

· Use light-colored roof materials to deflect heat thus conserving energy.
· Install solar panels on roof to supply electricity for air conditioning and heating.
· Use double-paned windows to reduce thermal loss.

· Install central water heating systems to reduce energy consumption.

· Install energy-efficient appliances to reduce energy consumption, and
· Landscape with appropriate drought-tolerant species to reduce water consumption.
