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April 17, 2003
Mr. Douglas A. Darnell, Associate Planner
City of Chino
13220 Central Avenue
P.O. Box 667
Chino, CA 91708-0667
Notice of Intent to Adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed 47.54 Acre Project Including Tentative Parcel Map 16157 – City of Chino

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND).

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration. The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Jill Whynot




Planning & Rules Manager




Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
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April 17, 2003
Associate Planner
Notice of Intent to Adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed 47.54-Acre Project Including Tentative Parcel Map 16157 – City of Chino
1. In Section 3. Air Quality on page 4 of the Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (Draft MND), the lead agency has determined that air quality impacts would be less than significant with mitigation incorporated. In addition, the lead agency included proposed mitigation measures on pages 12 and 13 of the Draft MND. The lead agency did not, however, estimate the project’s construction impacts, operation impacts or impacts of the proposed mitigation measures. Therefore, the lead agency has not demonstrated that the proposed project will not generate significant adverse construction or operational air quality impacts.
Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15147, the Draft MND should contain sufficient technical detail to permit full assessment of significant environmental impacts by reviewing agencies and members of the public. Therefore, the Final MND should include the emission estimates, emission factors, methodologies and control efficiencies for the proposed mitigation measures. This information could be included in the Final MND as part of the narration or as an appendix.
In order to ensure that the proposed project’s emission impacts are not significant, the lead agency can utilize the current CARB URBEMIS 2001 emissions model, which can be accessed at http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/models.html or follow the calculation methodologies in Chapter 9 and the Appendix to Chapter 9 in the South Coast AQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook.

2. It is not clear from the project description or the discussion under Section 15. Transportation/Traffic on pages 18-19 whether or not there will be an increase in heavy duty diesel truck trips transporting materials to or from the proposed industrial warehouse building. The California Air Resources Board has classified the particulate portion of diesel exhaust emissions as carcinogenic. If there is a substantial increase in the number of heavy duty diesel truck trips, an air toxics health risk analysis may be warranted.

