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December 16, 2003

Ms. Sue Chang

LAX/Playa Vista Section

City of  Los Angeles

Department of City Planning

200 North Spring Street, Room 720

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the 

Village at Playa Vista

Dear Ms. Chang:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final  Environmental Impact Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS:CB

LAC030821-01

Control Number

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the

Village at Playa Vista

1. General Comments:

Review of the DEIR indicates that, with a few minor exceptions identified below, the methodologies used to analyze construction and operational air quality impacts are consistent with the methodologies identified in the SCAQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook or advocated for use by the SCAQMD.  In addition, the SCAQMD commends the lead agency for voluntarily including a localized air quality analysis consistent with the localized significance threshold methodology adopted by the SCAQMD’s Governing Board at its October 3, 2003 public hearing.  The analysis indicates that the proposed project is not expected to generate significant adverse localized air quality impacts.  Specific comments on the air quality analysis are provided in the following items.
2. Table 14 and ISCST Model Output:  
The air quality construction impacts are presented in Table 14 on page 303 of Volume I Book 1 of the DEIR.  The lead agency used EPA ISCST (version 02035) with the appropriate model options, the correct source parameters, an adequate receptor grid and West Los Angeles meteorological data to estimate the maximum concentration for NO2, CO and PM10.  However, there are some discrepancies between the values listed in Table 14 and the ISCST model output in Appendix E-2b.  Please check the numbers and present the correct values in the Final EIR.
3. EPA CALINE4 Model:
The lead agency used the EPA CALINE4 model to estimate the CO concentrations in the CO “hotspots” analysis.  The CALINE4 model output is presented in Appendix E-4.  The surface roughness of 321 cm was used as an input parameter to CALINE4 model.  The lead agency needs to justify the use of this value instead of the 100 cm for urban setting which is recommended by Caltrans.  If the surface roughness value is revised, then the model should be rerun and the revised results included in the Final EIR. 
4. Mitigation Measures: 
Review of the DEIR indicates that the lead agency has continued to identify mitigation measures as part of a Playa Vista AQMP, a concept originally developed in the EIR for the first phase of the Playa Vista Project.  Consistent with the practice of updating mitigation measures in the Playa Vista AQMP, it is recommended that the lead agency consider refining the list of mitigation measures on pages 332 – 340 of Volume I Book 1of the DEIR to include the following:
· The lead agency is proposing to use low emission equipment and technologies where possible.  The SCAQMD recommends that where diesel equipment has to be used, the lead agency use particulate filters, oxidation catalysts and low sulfur diesel as defined in SCAQMD Rule 431.2, i.e., with less than 15 ppm sulfur content.

· For all trucks hauling dirt, sand, gravel, soil or other loose materials to and from the project site, the lead agency is proposing to either cover them fully or maintain at least two feet of freeboard.  The SCAQMD recommends that trucks should be covered to ensure maximum reduction in fugitive dust being blown around during transportation.
· To reduce VOC emissions from architectural coatings, the lead agency is proposing to comply with all applicable SCAQMD rules and regulations.  The applicable rule, SCAQMD Rule 1113, limits the level of VOC in paint to 100 grams per liter or 0.8 pounds per gallon.  SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency propose paints that have less than the level required by Rule 1113.
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