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FAXED: DECEMBER 4, 2003




December 4, 2003

Mr. Larry Hensley – Chief, Planning Department

County of Los Angeles

Department of Parks and Recreation

433 South Vermont Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90020

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 173 -Acre New South Coast County Golf Course Project, Rolling Hills Estates – County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Environmental Impact Report. The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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December 4, 2003
Chief, Planning Department
Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 173 -Acre New South Coast County Golf Course Project, Rolling Hills Estates – County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation

1. The construction and operation of the proposed golf course may create the following impacts based on the information contained in Volume I pages 2-24 to 3-16 of the Draft EIR: 
a. The proposed gas collector layer of HDPE mesh and geotextile, additional/replaced vertical extraction wells, and clubhouse methane protection system may be beyond the capabilities of the existing landfill gas blowers and control systems to sufficiently collect and control landfill gas emissions.

.

b. The proposed additional weight of the proposed soils and liners will increase the lateral gas migration and may overwhelm the capabilities of the existing gas migration monitoring and extraction wells to sufficiently monitor and extract landfill gases.
The lead agency should therefore review the project design to insure that the project will incorporate adequate capacity and handling capabilities in the following areas, which will assist in the project applicant’s permit application review by the SCAQMD for the permitting of equipment the project proponent intends to install or later modify under SCAQMD Rule 201-Permit to Construct and Rule 203 - Permit to Operate.
2. The grading of existing soil cover and the excavations caused by trenching may release toxics, either from metals existing in the soil cover that are disturbed or from volatile organic compounds released from trenching that exposes decomposing refuse. In case buried waste is exposed to the atmosphere during the course of the proposed grading or trenching operations, the lead agency should submit an Excavation Management Plan to the SCAQMD in compliance with SCAQMD Rule 1150 – Excavation of Landfill Sites.
3. The SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency consider the following changes to the mitigation measures listed on pages 3B12 and 3B-13 of the Draft EIR and adding the following measures to the Final EIR to further reduce fugitive dust (PM10) and NOx impacts from the project, if feasible:

Mr. Larry Hensley
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December 4, 2003

Chief, Planning Department

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 173 -Acre New South Coast County Golf Course Project, Rolling Hills Estates – County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation

Recommended Changes:

M-3B.3

During hauling activities the Project Proponent’s contractor shall pave,  water (three times daily), or apply non-toxic soil stabilizers according to manufacturer’s specifications to all inactive construction areas including on all unpaved access roads, parking areas, and storage areas at construction sites.
M-3B.4

During hauling activities the Project Proponent’s contractor shall sweep all paved access roads (i.e., Crenshaw Boulevard and Hawthorne Boulevard), parking areas, and staging areas at construction sites daily with “clean” (recommend low-emission fueled) water sweepers using reclaimed water.
M-3B.5

During hauling activities the Project Proponent’s contractor shall sweep streets daily with “clean” water sweepers if to prevent visible soil material is from being carried onto adjacent public streets.
M-3B.11

All construction equipment shall be properly tuned and maintained by the Project Proponent’s contractor according to manufacturer’s specification at all times during the construction period.
Recommended Additions:

1. Give preferential consideration to contractors who use clean fuel construction equipment; emulsified diesel fuels; construction equipment that uses low sulfur diesel and is equipped with oxidation catalysts, particulate traps, or other retrofit control technologies; etc.

2. Configure construction parking to minimize traffic interference.

3. Provide temporary traffic controls such as a flag person, during all phases of construction to maintain smooth traffic flow.

4. Schedule construction activities that affect traffic flow on the arterial system to off-peak hour to the extent practicable.
Mr. Larry Hensley
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December 4, 2003

Chief, Planning Department

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 173 -Acre New South Coast County Golf Course Project, Rolling Hills Estates – County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation

Recommended Additions (cont.):
5. Reroute construction trucks away from congested streets or sensitive receptor areas.
6. Provide dedicated turn lanes for movement of construction trucks and equipment on- and off-site.

7. Appoint a construction relations officer to act as a community liaison concerning on-site construction activity including resolution of issues related to PM10 generation. 

8. Use electricity from power poles rather than temporary diesel power generators.

4. Although operational emissions are not significant, consideration should be given to replacing gasoline powered course maintenance equipment (lawn mowers) with cleaner burning or electrical powered equipment wherever possible.
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