[image: image1.jpg]


South Coast
Air Quality Management District
21865 E. Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182
(909) 396-2000 ( http://www.aqmd.gov 
FAXED: FEBRUARY 5, 2003




February 5, 2003
Ms. Joanna Crombie, Senior Planner
Planning Department
City of Hemet
445 East Florida Avenue
Hemet, CA 92543
Notice of Intent to Adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed 65 acre Vesting Tentative Tract Map 30560 Including Single Family Home Development – City of Hemet
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND).

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration. The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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February 5, 2003
Senior Planner
Notice of Intent to Adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed 65 acre Vesting Tentative Tract Map 30560 Including Single Family Home Development – City of Hemet
1. In Section III. Air Quality on page 11 of the Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (Draft MND), the lead agency states, “With the adoption of the General Plan, Statement of Overriding Considerations with regard to air quality was adopted. By this statement it is assumed that the lead agency’s Draft MND tiers off of the original General Plan CEQA document pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15152.

CEQA Guidelines §15152(f)(3) states, “Significant effects have been adequately addressed if the lead agency determines that: …(b) they have been examined at a sufficient level of detail in the prior environmental impact report to enable those effects to be mitigated or avoided by site specific revisions, the imposition of conditions, or by other means in connection with the approval of the later project…” Since no information from the previous project is included in the Draft MND, it is unclear whether the previous project considered in sufficient detail site-specific impacts from the currently proposed project or whether additional site specific analysis is warranted. Consequently, since information from the previous CEQA document or a more detailed site-specific analysis was not included in the Draft MND, the lead agency has not demonstrated that the proposed project will not generate significant adverse construction or operational air quality impacts.

2. In Section III. Air Quality a) on page 11 paragraph two, the lead agency based its conclusion that air quality impacts would be insignificant by using the screening tables in Chapter 6 of the AQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook). For future projects, it is recommended that the lead agency avoid using the screening tables in Handbook Chapter 6 for the following reasons. First, the tables were derived using an obsolete version of the CARB’s mobile source emission factors inventory (EMFAC7E). Further, the trip generation characteristics of the land uses identified in the Chapter 6 screening tables were based on the fifth edition of the ITE Trip Generation Manual. The most current version of this manual is the sixth edition.

As a result, it is recommended that the lead agency utilize the current CARB URBEMIS 2001 emissions model, which can be accessed at http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/models.html or follow the calculation methodologies in Chapter 9 and the Appendix to Chapter 9 in the Handbook to calculate construction and operational air quality impacts from future projects to ensure that air quality impacts are not significant.

Ms. Joanna Crombie
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February 5, 2003
Senior Planner

Notice of Intent to Adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed 65 acre Vesting Tentative Tract Map 30560 Including Single Family Home Development – City of Hemet
3. In the Final MND, the lead agency should cite any applicable AQMD rules that apply to activities covered in the project description, e.g. Rule 402 – Nuisance and Rule 403 – Fugitive Dust, and Rule 403.1 – Wind Entrainment of Fugitive Dust.

