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South Coast
Air Quality Management District
21865 E. Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182
(909) 396-2000 ( http://www.aqmd.gov 
FAXED:  JANUARY 22, 2003
January 22, 2003
Mr. W. Ono Ujor
Community Redevelopment Agency
City of Los Angeles
354 South Spring Street, Suite 700
Los Angeles, CA 90013
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) To Demolish Existing 2-Unit Apartment and the Construction of a 9-Unit Apartment Building at 900 N. Beaudry Avenue, Los Angeles
Dear Mr. Ujor:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Dr. Charles Blankson, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
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Control Number

Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) to Demolish 2-Unit Apartment Building and Construction of 9-Unit Apartment Building at 900 N. Beaudry Avenue, Los Angeles
1. Demolition and Construction Emissions:  The air quality discussion in the IS/MND qualitatively dismisses potential air quality impacts of the proposed project.  Statements such as "the demolition of the existing 2-unit apartment building and the construction of a nine ((9) unit residential complex would not expose the (neighborhood) residents to substantial pollutant concentrations," on page 6 of the IS/MND do not provide the specific information needed to evaluate the project's air quality impacts.  Please note that old structures that are demolished may contain asbestos which need special handling and disposal.  The lead agency states on page 7 that "the construction of the proposed project could utilize diesel-powered equipment, including haul trucks, which would emit exhaust."  The lead agency needs to specify the number and type of equipment that will be utilized, the intensity of use, and to apply appropriate emission factors to estimate project emissions.  Without providing a quantitative analysis of potential emissions from both demolition and construction using the analysis methodologies in the AQMP 1993 CEQA Air Quality Handbook or other approved methodologies, the lead agency has not demonstrated that the project’s air quality impacts are not significant.  If quantification of emissions exceeds established significance thresholds, then mitigation measures must be imposed by the lead agency.

2. Short-Term Project Impacts:  The lead agency states on page 7 of the IS/MND that "some people may find vehicular emissions annoying, however, the hauling of the debris would be short-term and significant long-term odors are not anticipated."  The lead agency is reminded that designations of nonattainment are based on daily exceedances of an ambient air quality standard.  Consequently, whether or not project impacts are short-term is irrelevant to determining air quality significance.
