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South Coast
Air Quality Management District
21865 E. Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182
(909) 396-2000 ( http://www.aqmd.gov 
FAXED: JULY 11, 2003





July 11, 2003

Mr. Andres L. Soto, Planning Manager
City of Colton, Community Development Department
659 North La Cadena Drive
Colton, CA 92324
Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 20-acre West Valley Specific Plan Amendments Big League Dreams Sports Facility, Hotel and Restaurant Project – City of Colton
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Environmental Impact Report. The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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July 11, 2003
Planning Manager
Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 20-acre West Valley Specific Plan Amendments Big League Dreams Sports Facility, Hotel and Restaurant Project – City of Colton
1. In Section 4.4.4 Project Impacts and Mitigation on page 4-34, the lead agency calculated the mobile source operational emissions using Table A9-5-J-7 in the AQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook). Since the Handbook tables for measuring passenger vehicle emissions including Table A9-5-J-7 were based on older EMFAC7EP emission factors and outdated methods of capturing and measuring mobile source emissions, it is therefore recommended for future projects that the lead agency use the current EMFAC2002 emissions model, which can accessed from the California Air Resources Board website at http://www.arb.ca.gov. 
Alternatively, the lead agency can use simplified weighted mobile source emission factors developed by the AQMD using CARB’s BURDEN model. These factors can be found at the following internet address: http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/onroad02_25.Xls .
2. According to the project description, the total project consists of the project constructed at the west sub area site and the Cooley Ranch site. If the construction activities at these sites occur sequentially, then it is appropriate to separate emissions as shown in Tables 4.4-5 and 4.4-6. If construction emissions occur concurrently, then the emissions from each site should be summed to show peak daily construction emissions. Please clarify in the Final EIR whether or not construction activities at the two sites occur sequentially or concurrently and, if the latter, show peak daily emissions.

3. Similarly, operational emissions, as shown in Table 4.4-11, are shown separately for the two sites. Since operational emissions will occur simultaneously, because they are long-term, operational emissions from the two sites should be summed to show peak operational emissions. Based on this consideration, mitigation measures applied to the West Subarea Site should also be applied to the Cooley Ranch Site to reduce total project emissions.
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July 11, 2003

Planning Manager

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 20-acre West Valley Specific Plan Amendments Big League Dreams Sports Facility, Hotel and Restaurant Project – City of Colton

4. In Appendix 8.5 Traffic Impact Study tables rely on two previous traffic studies:  Big League Dreams Sports Facility Traffic Impact Review prepared by RK Engineering Group, Inc., dated December 4, 2002 which was an update to the East Valley Land Company-City of Colton Traffic Impact Analysis prepared by Austin-Foust Associates, Inc. dated December 12, 2001.  Tables in the Draft EIR that include Level of Service (LOS) analysis include Table 1 Existing Conditions Intersection Analysis on page 5, Table 7 Opening Year Without Project Conditions Intersection Analysis on page 37, and Table 8 Opening Year With Project Conditions Intersection Analysis on page 41. 

(a) These tables include levels of service information but do not include volume to capacity data. In its review for potential CO Hot Spots analysis, the AQMD looks at volume to capacity ratios as well as changes in LOS to determine if CO Hot Spot analysis should be performed. The AQMD recommends that CO Hot Spot analysis be performed if the volume to capacity ratio increases by two percent or more as a result of a proposed project for intersections rated D or worse. In the Final EIR, it would be helpful if the lead agency added volume to capacity ratios to these tables to demonstrate that affected intersections are not significant for CO Hot Spot analysis. 
· Comparing Table 1 with Table 8, the intersection of Pepper Avenue (NS) at I-10 Eastbound Ramp (EW) during the AM shows the same LOS but without the volume to capacity ratios, it is not clear if a deterioration of two percent or more has occurred. If so, then a CO Hot Spot analysis would be needed for that intersection.
(b) The following intersections rated an LOS of C or worse as described in Table 1 and Table 8 have experienced a LOS deterioration of one full level or more. It is therefore recommended that these intersections undergo a CO Hot Spot analysis. Please refer to the most current Cal Trans guidance regarding performing a CO hotspots analysis. This information can be obtained at the following internet address: http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/env/air/coprot/htm.
· Pepper Avenue (NS) at I-10 Eastbound Ramp (EW) is projected to deteriorate from a LOS of D to E in the PM period. 
· Pepper Avenue (NS) at I-10 WB Ramp (EW) is projected to deteriorate from a LOS of C to D in the AM period
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July 11, 2003

Planning Manager

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 20-acre West Valley Specific Plan Amendments Big League Dreams Sports Facility, Hotel and Restaurant Project – City of Colton

· .Meridian Avenue (NS) at Valley Boulevard (EW) is projected to deteriorate from a LOS of E to F in the PM period.

· Rancho Avenue (NS) at I-10 Eastbound Ramp (EW) is projected to deteriorate from a LOS of D to E in the AM period.
(c) It is unclear why the lead agency included the potential impacts of proposed mitigation for the intersection of Pepper Avenue (NS) at I-10 Eastbound in Table 1, which describes existing conditions.
3. (See comment #2) Although the Draft EIR describes the State CO significance standards in Section 4.4.3.2 on page 4-31, the lead agency does not make a finding based on the results of the Traffic Impact Study in Appendix 8.5 and the State CO standards. This evaluation and finding should be included in the Final EIR to demonstrate that the proposed project is not significant for CO impacts, if this is the conclusion of the analysis.
