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July 11, 2003

Ms. Maureen Losey

City of Hemet

Planning Department

445 East Florida Avenue

Hemet, CA 92543

Dear Ms. Losey:

Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (DMND) for

Zone Change 03-5/Vesting Tentative Tract Map 31184: Hemet

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final (Mitigated) Negative Declaration.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

RVC030617-01

Control Number

Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for 

Zone Change 03-5/Vesting TTM 31184: Hemet

1. URBEMIS 2001:

On page 13 of the Environmental Checklist, it is stated that the lead agency used URBEMIS 2001 to estimate project emissions.  There is no table in the MND showing project emissions relating to any of the criteria pollutants.  The MND simply states that wintertime emissions of NOX will exceed the AQMD significance threshold.  Two calls made by the AQMD to the lead agency for the URBEMIS 2001 model output failed to yield the requested data.  In the absence of the model output and any tables showing project emissions, the methodologies used and the assumptions made by the lead agency to estimate the emissions, AQMD is unable to verify the lead agency’s findings that only the NOX emissions exceed the significance threshold.  Further, since the emissions data have not been included in the MND, the lead agency has not demonstrated that the suggested mitigation measures will reduce significant NOX impacts to insignificance.  For future reference all URBEMIS output reports should be included as an appendix to the CEQA document.   
2. SCREENING TABLES:

Reference is made on pages 13 and 14 of the Environmental Checklist to the use of the screening tables in the 1993 AQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook).  The screening tables identify thresholds for residential project at 166 homes and/or 177 acres.  Please note that although the screening tables in the Handbook were developed by the AQMD, the AQMD no longer supports the use of these tables.  This is because the mobile source emission factors used in the tables are from an old version of the California Air Resources Board EMFAC model.  The current version is EMFAC 2002.  Furthermore, the trip generation rates used in the screening tables are from an older version of the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Trip Generation Manual.  The current version is the sixth.  For the final MND, the AQMD recommends that the lead agency use either the emission calculation methodologies from the Handbook or use the current version of the CARB-approved model URBEMIS 2002 now available on the CARB website: www.arb.ca.gov.
3. MITIGATION MEASURES:
If the use of the URBEMIS 2002 model indicates that project emissions exceed any of the criteria pollutants for either construction or operation, the lead agency should identify appropriate mitigation measures to reduce those emissions.  The project emissions data should be documented in the final Mitigated Negative Declaration.   

