Ralph Patterson
-1-
July 11, 2003


[image: image1.jpg]


South Coast
Air Quality Management District
21865 E. Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182
(909) 396-2000 ( http://www.aqmd.gov 
FAXED:   JULY 11, 2003











July 11, 2003

Ralph Patterson

Claremont Unified School District

Business Services

20880 North Mountain Avenue

Claremont, CA 91711-2697

Dear Mr. Patterson:

Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for 

La Puerta Elementary School; Claremont
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Planning Supervisor

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

LAC030617-08

Control Number

Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for 

La Puerta Elementary School; Claremont
1. Air Quality Data:

On page 49 of the IS/MND the lead agency refers to the air quality data from the Pomona/Walnut Valley Air Monitoring Station for the most recent five years.  The data shown in Table 2 on the same page shows air quality data for 1996 through 2000.  Please note that the air quality data for 2001 and 2002 are available and are attached.  Please revise the relevant sections of the air quality analysis using the most recent data currently available.  

2. URBEMIS 7G and URBEMIS 2002: 

The discussion of project emissions on pages 52 through 56 and the tables in Appendix C indicate that URBEMIS 7G was used to calculate the project’s construction and operational emissions.  Please note that URBEMIS 2001, a more recent version of URBEMIS 7G, was available at the time the MND was being prepared and should have been used to estimate the project emissions.  However since URBEMIS 2002 is now available, and the on-road mobile emission factors used in URBEMIS 2002 are more current and also substantially higher than those used in URBEMIS 7G, it is recommended that the lead agency revise the air quality analysis using the URBEMIS 2002 model which can be accessed on the ARB website:  www.arb.ca.gov.  In future reference, please include the URBEMIS model output reports as an appendix to the CEQA document that is circulated for public review.
