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November 25, 2003

Angela Reynolds, Acting Environmental Officer

Community & Environmental Planning Division

Department of Planning and Building

333 West Ocean Boulevard, 7th Floor

Long Beach, CA  90802

Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for the Proposed 5.5-Acre Neighborhood Park – Long Beach City Planning Commission
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Environmental Impact Report. The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.




Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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November 25, 2003

Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for the Proposed 5.5-Acre Neighborhood Park – Long Beach City Planning Commission
1. On page 43 of the Draft EIR, the lead agency includes a table for the proposed project’s estimated construction emissions. The table simply presents the total emissions from construction, no other supporting information is provided indicating how the results were derived. For example, no information is provided regarding the specific emissions sources that contributed to the results, equations used to calculate emissions, emission factors, etc. Further, it is not clear whether the table emissions represent site preparation, which includes site grading, haul truck emissions, unloading emissions, etc. or whether the results represent construction of the structures and associated painting and paving emissions. As a result, the SCAQMD cannot confirm that construction emissions other than PM10 for the project do not exceed significance thresholds recommended by the SCAQMD.

If re-evaluation of the construction emissions results in construction emissions in addition to PM10 emissions that exceed the significance thresholds recommended by the SCAQMD, then mitigation measures such as those identified on page 51 and in the Mitigation Monitoring Plan (e.g., Measures 7 through 19) should be required. Further, it is recommended that the appropriate mitigation measure control efficiencies be applied to the total construction emissions to calculate the net emissions from the proposed project to determine if these emissions still exceed the recommended thresholds of significance.

2. The last sentence on page 51 states, “On a long term basis, the proposal will have a positive air quality effect and will generate significantly less impacts than feasible alternative uses.” First, with the exception of landfill gas, the lead agency did not calculate operational emissions from the proposed project such as mobile source emissions of patrons traveling to the park, water heater emissions from the structures, etc. As a result, the lead agency has not demonstrated that operation emissions do not exceed any of the operational significance thresholds recommended by the SCAQMD.

Second, the basis for determining significance is not by comparing the project with other land uses, but by comparing the project’s effects against the existing setting without the project (see CEQA Guidelines §15125(a)). Therefore, it is recommended that the lead agency calculate operational air quality impacts using methodologies consistent with the SCAQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook or use approve land use models such as URBEMIS 2002. URBEMIS 2002 can be downloaded from the California Air Resources Board website at the following internet address: www.arb.ca.gov. The results of this analysis should then be compared to the operational significance thresholds recommended by the SCAQMD to determine whether or not operational air quality impacts generated by the project are significant.
Angela Reynolds
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November 25, 2003

Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for the Proposed 5.5-Acre Neighborhood Park – Long Beach City Planning Commission
3. The grading, trenching, and installation of proposed monitoring wells and passive methane venting system described in the project description on page 27 of the Draft EIR may result in exposure to refuse and should not commence without first obtaining an SCAQMD-approved Rule 1150 Excavation Plan.

4. On page 42, the lead agency describes a 4-foot thick “cap” of clean fill material to be established on top of the existing landfill cover. The proposed soil cover could cause decreased air intrusion and additional moisture and operation of an irrigation system may promote anaerobic decomposition of the waste and result in an increase in landfill gas generation at the site. The gas generation model presented in the Draft EIR is an exponential decay calculation based on non-specific site conditions. Much of the refuse at the site may still present. The SCAQMD is aware of several inactive sites that have been developed for other uses and where landfill gas is present and problematic 50 – 70 after refuse is disposed.
The proposed additional weight of the proposed soils and liners will increase lateral gas migration and may cause exceedances of the 500 ppmv regulatory limit for passive venting openings. If further mitigation is necessary and an active venting and control system is proposed, the system would require pre-construction approval by SCAQMD.
5. On page 4 in Volume 2, Appendix A - Final Human Health Risk Assessment dated December 19, 2003, the lead agency used the proprietary Risk Integrated Software for Clean-ups (RISC), Version 4.0 to calculate risk for the proposed project. Currently, this model has not been evaluated or approved for use in evaluating HRAs by the SCAQMD. Therefore, to avoid any unnecessary delay in processing future permits for the proposed project, including the proposed landfill gas extraction system, the SCAQMD recommends the Final EIR reflect the SCAQMD’s Risk Assessment Procedures for Rule 1401, which can be accessed from the SCAQMD’s website at: http://www.aqmd.gov/permit/RiskAssessment.html.
_1127116519.doc
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