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FAXED: NOVEMBER 25, 2003




November 25, 2003

Christina Tran, Impact Analysis Section
Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning
320 West Temple Street

Los Angeles, CA  90012
Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed Surface Mining Permit Application for a 2 Quarry Areas Totaling 17-Acres – Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.

Please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration. The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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November 25, 2003

Impact Analysis Section
Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed Surface Mining Permit Application for a 2 Quarry Areas Totaling 17-Acres – Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning
1. Review of the Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) reveals substantial problems with the air quality analysis, which calls into question the appropriateness of preparing a MND. Although the lead agency ran the URBEMIS 2001 model, only the modeling summary output sheet for the proposed project was included. The SCAQMD requests that the detailed output report be attached to CEQA documents so the SCAQMD can evaluate the model’s input, assumptions and any changes to default values that may have been made.
2. The URBEMIS 2001 Summary Report for the proposed project indicates that, with the exception of SO2 emissions, operational ROG, NOx, CO and PM10 emissions substantially exceed significance thresholds recommended by the SCAQMD. On page 10 of the Initial Study, the lead agency indicates that the significant operational impacts will be mitigated to insignificance through implementing mitigation measures. No mitigation measures, however, are identified. It is implied that mitigation measures will be developed in “Consultation with AQMD.” Such action, i.e., consultation with the SCAQMD constitutes deferring mitigation to some future time, which is inconsistent with CEQA (see CEQA §15126.4(a)(1)(B)). If specific mitigation measures cannot be identified that will reduce operational emissions to less than the significance thresholds recommended by the SCAQMD, then an EIR may be necessary.
3. The lead agency should be aware that the most current version of URBEMIS is URBEMIS 2002, which can be accessed at the California Air Resources Board website www.arb.ca.gov.

4. On page 5 of the “Initial Study Questionnaire,” the lead agency indicates that generators at this project site will require SCAQMD permits. The lead agency should be aware that the proposed project will also include other equipment requiring SCAQMD permits. Equipment such as dump hoppers, conveyors, screens, crushers, elevators, bagging equipment, and related dust control equipment are also anticipated to be used on site. On-site diesel fired electric generators greater than 50 horsepower must meet stringent modeling requirements before receiving permit approval from the SCAQMD.
The project, as proposed, has potentially significant adverse impacts on air quality. On-site diesel fired electric generators would likely violate existing air quality standards for NOx and PM10. Heavy-duty diesel powered mobile equipment may also contribute to a violation of air quality standards for NOx, PM10 and toxics.
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Impact Analysis Section

Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed Surface Mining Permit Application for a 2 Quarry Areas Totaling 17-Acres – Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning
5. Potential cancer risks from the project have not been calculated. Diesel particulates have been designated as a carcinogen and since it appears that the proposed project will increase diesel particulate emissions at this site from trucks queuing and idling, it is recommended that cancer risks be calculated. The SCAQMD has developed a methodology for estimating cancer risks from mobile sources in a document entitled Health Risk Assessment Guidance for Analyzing Cancer Risks from Mobile Source Diesel Emissions. This document can be downloaded from the AQMD’s CEQA web pages at the following URL: http:/www/aqmd.gov/handbook/hra_guide.doc.

6. Based on the URBEMIS 2003 output summary for operational emissions, ROG, CO, NOx and PM10 emissions for the proposed project will substantially exceed the daily significance thresholds recommended by the SCAQMD. Therefore, the SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency require the project proponent to include the following mitigation measures, if feasible. It might also be clearer if any measures and/or any mitigation monitoring program adopted by the lead agency be included in the Air Quality portion of the Final MND. 

Mitigation Measures for Off- and On-Road NOx emissions include:

· Off-Road Diesel Exhaust:

· Use of Aqueous Diesel Fuel

· Use of Cooled Exhaust Recirculation (EGR)

· Use of Diesel Particulate Filter
· Use electricity from power poles rather than temporary diesel- or gasoline-powered generators.

· Use low sulfur diesel if power generation equipment is used.
· Restrict truck idling

· Restrict operation to alternative fuel “clean” trucks, especially trucks dedicated to onsite operation.

· Implement on-site vehicle circulation plan to prevent vehicle queuing.
· Maintain vehicles to manufacturer’s specifications.
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Impact Analysis Section

Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed Surface Mining Permit Application for a 2 Quarry Areas Totaling 17-Acres – Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning
6. Cont.: Mitigation Measures for Off- and On-Road NOx emissions include:

· On-Road Diesel Exhaust

· Use of Aqueous Diesel Fuel

· Restrict operation to alternative fuel “clean” trucks, especially trucks dedicated to onsite operation. Implement on-site vehicle circulation plan to prevent vehicle queuing.

· Maintain vehicles to manufacturer’s specifications.

Mitigation Measures for Soil Disturbance affecting PM10 emissions include:

· Apply soil stabilizers to inactive areas

· Replace ground cover in disturbed areas quickly

· Water exposed surfaces at least three times a day.
· Appoint a construction relations officer to act as a community liaison concerning on-site construction activity including resolution of issues related to PM10 generation. 

· Sweep streets if visible soil material is carried onto adjacent public paved roads. Street sweepers should be Rule 1186 certified and water sweepers should be using reclaimed water.

· Pave roads and road-shoulders.

· Conduct air quality monitoring at sensitive receptors.
· All trucks hauling dirt, sand, soil or other loose materials are to be covered or should maintain at least two feet of freeboard two feet of freeboard (i.e. minimum vertical distance between top of the load and the top of the trailer) in accordance with requirements of CVC Section 23114.
7. Unless the issues identified in this comment letter are adequately addressed, the CEQA document for this project may not meet the SCAQMD’s needs when processing future permit applications. As a result, there could be delays in approving future SCAQMD permits for the proposed project.
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