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October 22, 2003

Ms. Clara Miramontes

City of Riverside

Planning Department

3900 Main Street

Riverside, CA 92522

Dear Ms. Miramontes:

Negative Declaration (ND) for Planning Cases P03-0424: Lot Line Adjustment 

& Revision TM 17852
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Negative Declaration.

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Negative Declaration.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Susan Nakamura
Planning and Rules Manager
Attachment

SN: CB

RVC030923-02

Control Number

Negative Declaration (ND) for Planning Cases P03-0424: Lot Line Adjustment & Revision TH 17852

Project Air Quality Impacts:
The air quality section in the ND qualitatively dismisses potential air quality impacts of the proposed project.  Please note that trucks will be required to transport construction materials and debris to and from the project site.  Various construction equipment will be used to grade the 13 acres in preparation for the construction of the three residential structures, leaving aside the nine acres for nature reserve.  Furthermore, construction workers will be driving to and from the site in their vehicles.  None of the emissions from these sources are presented or analyzed in the report.  
Without providing a quantitative analysis of potential emissions especially from construction using the methodologies in the 1993 AQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook) or other approved methodologies, the lead agency has not demonstrated that the project’s air quality impacts are not significant.  Alternatively, the lead agency may consider using California Air Resources Board (CARB) computer model URBEMIS 2002 to estimate the project's construction emissions.  The model can be obtained at the ARB website: www.arb.ca.gov.
Mitigation Measures:
If quantification of emissions reveals that the project’s emissions exceed the established significance thresholds, then mitigation measures must be required by the lead agency.  The following measures are recommended for the lead agency to consider where applicable or feasible:

· Maintain equipment and vehicle engines in good condition and in proper tune as per manufacturers' specifications.
· Water active grading sites, unpaved roads or surfaces at least twice daily.

· Cover, water or apply soil binders to exposed piles, i.e., gravel, sand or dirt.
· Require the use of alternative clean fuel such as compressed natural gas-powered equipment instead of diesel-powered engines, or if diesel equipment has to be used, use particulate filters, oxidation catalysts and low sulfur diesel as defined in AQMD Rule 431.2, i.e., with less than 15 ppm sulfur content.
· Trucks hauling dirt, sand, gravel or soil are to be covered or should maintain at least two feet of freeboard in accordance with Section 23114 of the California Vehicle Code.

· Restrict truck traffic on some routes.
· Provide a minimum of 300-meter buffer zone between truck traffic and sensitive receptors.

· Redirect truck route to avoid residential areas or schools.
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