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September 25, 2003
Mr. Torrey Contreras
City of Cerritos
Community Development Department
P. O. Box 3130

Cerritos, CA 90703-3130
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the 

City of Cerritos General Plan

Dear Mr. Contreras:
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
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Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the

City of Cerritos General plan

1. Air Quality Data:
Table 4.5-1 on page 4.5-7 of the DEIR shows air quality data for the City of Cerritos up to 2001.  The air quality data for the monitoring station for 2002 are available and it is recommended that the lead agency add this data to the table to reflect the most recent air quality conditions in the project area. The air quality data for 2002 are attached for reference.

2. General Plan Consistency with the AQMP:
Section 15125 of the State CEQA Guidelines requires that lead agencies demonstrate that proposed projects are consistent with the region’s growth forecasts as well as the region’s air quality plans.  There are, therefore, two criteria for consistency.  The first is whether the project would generate population and employment growth that would be consistent with SCAG’s growth forecasts.  The second criterion is whether the project would result in an increase in the frequency or severity of existing air quality violations or contribute to new violations.  According to the analysis presented, the General Plan’s population and economic growth projections are consistent with the regional forecasts by SCAG.  However, regarding the second criterion, the lead agency has not demonstrated that the Plan’s projections will not result in an increase in the frequency or severity of existing air quality violations.  One way of demonstrating consistency under the second criterion is to perform a CO hotspots modeling analysis.  

The SCAQMD recommends a CO hotspots analysis when the volume to capacity or intersection capacity utilization ratio of intersections rated D or worse increase by two percent (0.02) or more.  Comparing Tables 4.4-6 and 4.4-9 shows that the ICU at several intersections are projected to increase  by two percent or more and, therefore, CO hotspots modeling is warranted.  To assist with the CO hotspots analysis, future projected CO concentrations in the air basin through 2020 can be found on the SCAQMD’s CEQA webpages at: http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook.html.
3. Mitigation Measures:
SCAQMD staff has reviewed the list of mitigation measures listed on pages 4.5-17 through 4.5-22 of the DEIR.  It is recommended that the lead agency be more specific in terms of the actual mitigation measures that will be undertaken to facilitate both implementation and monitoring of those measures.   The following mitigation measures are provided as an example of the level of specificity that is being requested.   

· Watering active grading sites, unpaved roads or surfaces at least twice daily.
· Applying soil binders soil binders to exposed piles, i.e. gravel, sand or dirt.

· Applying approved non-toxic chemical soil stabilizers to all inactive construction areas, or replacing ground cover in disturbed areas. 

· Trucks hauling dirt, sand, gravel or soil are to be covered or should maintain at least two feet of freeboard in accordance with Section 23114 of the California Vehicle Code.
· Construction access roads to the main roads should be paved to avoid dirt being carried on to the roadway.

· A construction relations officer should be appointed to act as a community liaison to oversee on-site construction activity and all emissions and congestion related matters.
· Use light-colored roofing materials in construction to deflect heat away from buildings.

· Use double-paned windows to reduce thermal loss in buildings.

· Install solar panels on roofs to supply electricity for home-heating and cooling systems.
· Install automatic lighting on/off controls and energy-efficient lighting.

· Landscape with appropriate drought-tolerant species to reduce water consumption.

4.
URBEMIS 2002:
Please note that an update of the URBEMIS computer model, URBEMIS 2002 is available.
