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April 15, 2004
Ms. Angela Reynolds, Acting Environmental Officer
City of Long Beach, Department of Planning and Building
333 West Ocean Boulevard, 7th Floor
Long Beach, CA 90802
Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 261-Acre

PacifiCenter Development Project: City of Long Beach
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The SCAQMD also appreciates the additional time granted by the lead agency to review the Draft EIR for the proposed project and provide comments. The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Environmental Impact Report. The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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April 15, 2004

Acting Environmental Officer

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 261-Acre

PacifiCenter Development Project: City of Long Beach

1. To assist the public with verifying the results in Table 9 with the URBEMIS2002 output files in Appendix D, it would be helpful if the lead agency noted that the results in Table 9 are the mitigated emissions from the output files. Further, it would be helpful if the Table 9 footnotes listed the years that were used to estimate overlapping construction phases. For example, Phase 2 appears to consist of year 2008 Phase 1 building construction (mitigated) and year 2008 Phase 2 site preparation (mitigated) emissions. Finally, staff was unable to verify PM10 emissions for Phase 1 and Phase 2.

2. The SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency consider revising the following PM10 construction mitigation measures found in Volume I on pages 268 and 269:

V.B-3
Streets shall be swept as needed during construction, but not more frequently than hourly, if visible soil material has been carried onto adjacent public paved roads. Street sweepers should be SCAQMD Rule 1186 certified and water sweepers should be using reclaimed water.

V.B-8
… During construction, trucks and vehicles in loading and unloading queues will have their engines turned off after ten minutes when not in use, to reduce vehicle emissions. …
3. Because construction and operation air quality impacts remain significant after mitigation, the SCAQMD recommends the lead agency consider implementing the following mitigation measures in addition to the measures listed in Volume I pages 267 through 275 for construction and operations to reduce construction- and operation-related CO, NOx and PM10 emissions associated with the proposed project, if applicable and feasible:
Mitigation Measures for Construction Emissions

a. If the project includes trucks hauling dirt, sand, soil, or other loose materials, it is recommended that they be covered in accordance with the requirements of CVC Section 23114.

b. Suspend all excavating and grading operations when wind gusts (as instantaneous gusts) exceed 25 mph.

c. Apply non-toxic soil stabilizers according to manufacturers’ specifications to all inactive construction areas (previously graded areas inactive ten days or more).

d. Implement a shuttle service to and from retail services and food establishments during lunch hours.

Ms. Angela Reynolds


-2-



April 15, 2004

Acting Environmental Officer

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 261-Acre

PacifiCenter Development Project: City of Long Beach

Mitigation Measures for Construction Emissions cont.
e. Develop a construction traffic management plan that includes, but is not limited to:
(1) Rerouting construction trucks off congested streets

(2) Providing dedicated turn lanes for movement of construction trucks and equipment on- and off-site

f. Use alternative clean fuel such as compressed natural-gas powered construction equipment with oxidation catalysts.
Mitigation Measures for Operational Emissions
a. Develop a program to minimize the use of fleet vehicles during smog alerts (for businesses not subject to Rule 2202 or Regulation XII).
b. Implement compressed work week schedules where weekly work hours are compressed into fewer than five days.
c. Establish a home-based telecommunicating program.
d. Provide on-site child care and after-school facilities or contribute to off-site development within walking distance.

e. Provide on-site employee services such as cafeterias, banks, etc.

f. Establish a shuttle service from residential core areas to the worksite.
g. Construct on-site or off-site bus turnouts, passenger benches, or shelters.
h. Implement a pricing structure for single-occupancy employee parking and/or provide discounts to ridesharers.
i. Utilize parking in excess of code requirements as on-site park-n-ride lots or contribute to construction of off-site lots.
j. Synchronize traffic lights on streets impacted by development.
4. On page 249 of the Draft EIR, the lead agency discusses the fact that the proposed project will include the installation and operation of diesel-fired generators for emergency power generation. The lead agency should be aware of the fact that the SCAQMD recently adopted Rule 1470 – Requirements for Stationary Diesel-Fueled Internal Combustion and Other Compression Ignition Engines. This rule specifically regulates emissions from emergency stand by diesel engines and will likely require more stringent conditions on the diesel engines than the requirements discussed on page 249. In particular, emission controls are especially more stringent if the diesel engine is located on existing school grounds or 100 meters or less from existing schools.
Ms. Angela Reynolds
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April 15, 2004

Acting Environmental Officer

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 261-Acre

PacifiCenter Development Project: City of Long Beach

5. The SCAQMD commends the lead agency for including the localized construction air quality analysis. Although the SCAQMD Governing Board approved this environmental justice enhancement at the October 2003 Public Hearing, it is currently being evaluated in a pilot program. Further, analysis of localized air quality impacts by the lead agency is voluntary, so the SCAQMD appreciates the leadership shown by the lead agency in performing the localized air quality analysis for the proposed project.
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