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April 22, 2004

Ms. Cecilia Masson

Los Angeles Unified School District

Office of Environmental Health

355 South Grand Avenue, 15th Floor

Los Angeles, CA 90071

Dear Ms. Masson:

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for

Central Los Angeles Area Middle School No. 3

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

LACO40310-02

Control Number

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for

Central Los Angeles Area Middle School No. 3

1.
CALINE4 and CAL3QHC:

The lead agency used the simplified screening method presented in the BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines, December 1999, to complete the CO hotspots analysis.  The BAAQMD Simplified CO Hotspots Analysis is based on average cruise speeds of 20 to 35 miles per hour.  In the Final EIR, the SCAQMD requests that the lead agency provide documentation demonstrating that intersections affected by the proposed project, including those rated as low as LOS E, would maintain vehicle operating speeds of 25 to 35 miles per hout, since this is the assumption inherent in the Simplified CO Hotspots Analysis.  Alternatively, if using the BAAQMD’s Simplified CO Hotspots Analysis, it is recommended that the lead agency develop vehicle speeds used for the CO analysis in the Final EIR according to the CO Protocol. (see following comment),  
2.
CALTRANS CO Protocol:

Instead of using the BAAQMD’s Simplified CO Hotspots Analysis, the SCAQMD recommends that the CO hotspots analysis be completed according to the methodology prescribed by the Transportation Project-Level Carbon Monoxide Protocol (CO Protocol) by the Institute of Transportation Studies, UC Davis, revised December 1997.  The CO Protocol may be downloaded from the California Department of Transportation website at http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/env/air/coprot.htm.  CALINE4 can also be downloaded from the California Department of Transportation website at: http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/env/air/calinesw.htm.  CAL3QHC can be downloaded from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s SCRAM website at http://www.epa.gov/scram001/tt22.htm.

3.
EMFAC 7G and CO Hotspots Analysis:
The lead agency used EMFAC 7G mobile source emissions factors in the CO hotspots analysis.  Please note that EMFAC 2002 was released by CARB in April 2003 as the official motor vehicle emission factor model and became the only approved motor vehicle emission factor model on June 30, 2003, according to Federal Register, Volume 68, Number 62, April 1, 2003.  Please remodel the CO concentrations with EMFAC 2002 emission factors for the Final EIR.  The model is available on the ARB website at: www.arb.ca.gov/msei/on-road/latest_version.htm
_1127115454.doc
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