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April 21, 2004
Mr. John Jaquess
Community Development Department
City of Redlands
P.O. Box 3005
Redlands, CA 92373
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed Orange and Alabama Streets Bridges Project – City of Redlands
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND).

Please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration. The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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April 21, 2004

Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed Orange and Alabama Streets Bridges Project – City of Redlands
1. In Section III. Air Quality b) on page 18 paragraph two, the lead agency based its conclusion that grading and demolition air quality impacts would be insignificant by using the screening tables in Chapter 6 of the SCAQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook). The SCAQMD no longer supports the use of the Handbook Land Use tables because those screening tables are based on older EMFAC7EP emission factors and an earlier version of the ITE. As a result, Table III-1 does not include demolition or site grading estimates and therefore underestimates the construction emission estimates. Grading and demolition emissions should be calculated using the current CARB URBEMIS 2002 emissions model, which can be accessed at http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/models.html or follow the calculation methodologies in Chapter 9 and the Appendix to Chapter 9 in the Handbook to calculate construction and operational air quality impacts from future projects to ensure that air quality impacts are not significant.

2. The lead agency states on page 18 that it is using emission estimates from another bridge construction project as a surrogate for emission estimates for the proposed project. In this situation, it is also recommended that the lead agency include the necessary supporting information including the size of equipment, load factors and calculations, etc., in the Final MND so the air quality analysis methodology can be evaluated by the public.

3. The analysis of air quality impacts should include the influence of complying with SCAQMD Rule 403 – Fugitive Dust. On page 18 of the Draft MND in Mitigation Measure III-2, the lead agency discusses watering 2 times per day and four times per day for active sites. In estimating the site grading emissions, the lead agency can apply the control efficiency of complying with Rule 403, i.e., 50 per cent PM10 emission reduction. In addition, watering beyond Rule 403, i.e., three or more times produces an additional 18 per cent PM10 emissions reduction.
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