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February 6, 2004

Mr. Biron Bauer

San Bernardino County

Planning Division

385 North Arrowhead Avenue, 1st Floor

San Bernardino, CA 92415-0182

Dear Mr. Bauer:

Retail Center:  Beech & Merrill.  CUP 0233-061-01

Fontana

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the final document.

Please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the final document.  The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

SBC040128-03

Control Number
Retail center: Beech & Merrill, CUP 0233-061-01 
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Project Emissions:

The document provides no data by which to evaluate the air quality impacts of the proposed retail center.  The Checklist does not provide any data or analysis to demonstrate that the proposed project emissions will not be significant. Without providing a quantitative analysis of potential emissions from construction and operations using the methodologies in the 1993 SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook) or other approved methodologies, the lead agency has not demonstrated that the project’s air quality impacts are not significant.  Copies of the Handbook are available from the SCAQMD’s Subscription Services Department by calling (909) 396-3720.  Alternatively, the lead agency may wish to consider using the California Air Resources Board (CARB) approved URBEMIS 2002 model.  This model is available on the CARB website at: www.arb.ca.gov.  If quantification reveals that project emissions exceed the established significance thresholds, then the project should go through a more formal, standard CEQA process and specific mitigation measures would be required by the lead agency to reduce those emissions to less than significance.
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