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FAXED: JANUARY 28, 2004



January 28, 2004

Ms. Loretta Domenigoni
City of Hemet
Planning Department
445 E. Florida Avenue
Hemet, CA 92543
Notice of Intent to Adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed 29.3-acre 122 Single Family Lots for Tentative Tract No. 31796 – City of Hemet
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Negative Declaration (MND).

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration. The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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January 28, 2004

Planning Department
Notice of Intent to Adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed 29.3-acre 122 Single Family Lots for Tentative Tract No. 31796 – City of Hemet
1. In the Draft MND’s Air Quality Section III. a), the lead agency states that due to the URBEMIS 2002 model using a high grams per liter emission factor in its estimate for calculating construction emissions from architectural coatings, the model’s architectural coatings ROG estimate was not correct, and therefore was not used in the lead agency’s short-term construction estimates. Although the lead agency might use products with different characteristics and therefore result in a lower ROG emissions estimate, the lead agency should still estimate and therefore demonstrate that emissions from architectural coatings are not significant. It can do so by using an accepted alternative methodology that uses methodologies and emission factors that accurately reflect the coating products used, transfer efficiencies, etc. This estimate should be included in the Final MND and for subsequent analyses as long as the current version of URBEMIS 2002 has this particular characteristic. Table A9-13 in the South Coast Air Quality CEQA Handbook can be used to estimate architectural coating emissions manually.

2. In the Draft MND in Section III. Air Quality, the lead agency estimated short- and long-term emissions using the URBEMIS 2002 computer model. In the Final MND and for subsequent analyses, the lead agency should include the model’s output sheets as an appendix along with the assumptions and changes made to the model to estimate construction and operational emissions. 
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