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January 27, 2004

David R. Zamora

Community Development Department

City of Colton

650 North La Cadena Drive

Colton, CA 92324

Dear Mr. Zamora:

Pavement Recycling Systems, Inc. CUP Application File Index Number

DAP-000-237 - Colton

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Negative Declaration.

Please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Negative Declaration.  The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

SBC040109-04

Control Number

Pavement Recycling Systems: Colton

1. AQMD Equipment Permits:
Relative to the reference the discussion with SCAQMD staff mentioned on page 2-5 of the Negative Declaration, regarding the permit applicability for the proposed equipment, please note that, while it is true that California Air Resources Board (CARB) implements its own portable equipment registration program that includes engines and unheated portable asphalt recycling units, it is not clear whether the use of such equipment at the proposed site meets the criteria for inclusion in CARB’s program.  The CARB definition of portable engine or equipment includes a limit on the use of the engine or equipment at any one site to no more than 12 consecutive months and includes replacement equipment, identical or of similar function, in calculating the time period.  Given the above, it is likely that the project proponent will be required to obtain permits to construct and operate from the SCAQMD.  Should there be any questions, the SCAQMD permitting staff would be willing to meet with the project sponsor to sort out any misunderstanding.

2. Project Emissions:  
Table 2-1 on page 2-7 of the Negative Declaration presents project emissions.  The footnotes list the assumptions that were used to generate the table.  It is however, not clear what methodology was used to calculate the emissions, what emission factors were used to calculate the mobile source emissions, and also how many workers would be involved in both construction and operation.  Please provide this information and spreadsheets used to derive the results in the final Negative Declaration to facilitate the review of the table for accuracy. 
3. Operational Emissions:

Table 2-1 on page 2-7 shows that operational emissions for the proposed project are expected to exceed the NOX daily significance threshold.  The lead agency states on page 2-5, “Compliance with CARB certification will assure that the recycling equipment will not conflict or obstruct air quality plan goals.”  Since the lead agency does not show the calculated emissions by emission’s source, specify what equipment will be CARB certified, or to what standard, the lead agency has not demonstrated that NOX impacts will be mitigated to less than significance levels.

4. Diesel Truck Emissions:

According to page 2-39 of the ND, at buildout, the facility will be receiving 20 truck deliveries or 80 vehicle trips per day.  CARB has designated diesel particulates as a carcinogen.  The ND does not provide any data regarding the volume of truck traffic and what the air quality impacts are going to be on the roadways along the truck routes and the sensitive receptors in the vicinity of the project.  Depending on the volume of truck traffic from the proposed project, the SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency perform an air toxics health risk analysis of the diesel truck emissions.  The SCAQMD has prepared interim guidance for preparing such an analysis, which can be accessed at the SCAQMD website: www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/html.. 
5. Mitigation Measures:
On page 2-5 of the Negative Declaration, the lead agency proposes to ensure the implementation of best practices to reduce dust from occurring offsite at the facility.  In addition to having a watering truck and hoses available on  site to be used as needed, it is recommended that the lead agency identify the specific measures that will be implemented.  Regarding watering the site, the lead agency should specify how many times the site will be watered to ensure that PM10 emissions are reduced to a minimum.
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