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January 16, 2004

Ms. Angela Reynolds

City of Long Beach

Environmental Office

333 West Ocean Blvd., 7th Floor

Long Beach, CA 90802

Dear Ms. Reynolds:

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for 

The Proposed Self Storage With RV Storage
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS:CB

LACO31204-04

Control Number

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for 

The Proposed Self Storage With RV Storage

1. 2003 AQMP:
On pages 64 and 65 of the DEIR, the lead agency briefly discusses the 1997 AQMP, revised and resubmitted to United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA), as the currently approved air plan for the South Coast Air Basin.  The AQMP was revised and updated into the 2003 AQMP and adopted by the Governing Board on August 1, 2003.  The AQMP was approved by the California Air Resources Board in October 2003, and submitted to U.S. EPA for approval.  The lead agency may wish to reflect this information in the Final EIR.
2. Local Air Quality Data:
The lead agency discusses the general climate and air quality in the area on pages 60 and 61.  The SCAQMD recommends showing air quality data in the vicinity of the project for the past three years to show air quality trends for the project area.  Please note that the air quality data that are collected at the  SCAQMD Air Monitoring Station in Long Beach for Source Receptor Area 4 for 1999 through 2002 are available and attached.  It is recommended that the lead agency include these data in the Final EIR. 
3. URBEMIS 7G:
In the Impact Analysis section on page 73 of the DEIR, the lead agency indicates that PM10 emissions were calculated using the methodology included in the URBEMIS 7G model.  As noted in Appendix F, URBEMIS 2002 and not URBEMIS 7G was used to calculate project emissions.  It is recommended that the lead agency correct this typographical error in the Final EIR.
4. Operational Emissions:
The discussion of operational Air Quality Impacts, for both mobile and stationary sources, is not very helpful to the general public because the results of the analysis from the URBEMIS 2002 model in Appendix F are not presented.  This means that the public must review complicated output files in Appendix F to view emissions calculated for the project.  Further, the lead agency doesn’t explicitly state whether or not calculated operational emissions exceed any of the recommended operational air quality significance thresholds. To facilitate review, it is recommended that the lead agency incorporate the operational emissions data from the URBEMIS 2002 tables presented in Appendix F in the text of the DEIR, perhaps in a table showing  operational emissions.
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