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July 21, 2004

Mr. Michael Kissell

Planning Director

City of Industry

15651 E. Stafford Street

City of Industry, CA 91744-7089

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Proposed 592-acre Industry Business Center – City of Industry

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The SCAQMD would also like to thank the lead agency for the additional time to submit comments. The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final EIR.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Environmental Impact Report. The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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Planning Director

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Proposed 592-acre Industry Business Center – City of Industry

1. The lead agency recognizes on page 5-57 that diesel particulate emissions have been designated a toxic air contamination. The lead agency, however, declines to evaluate cancer risks from diesel particulate emissions because, “The SCAQMD provides limited guidance in calculating risk factors involved with diesel particulate.”
The SCAQMD has developed a methodology for estimating cancer risks from mobile sources in a document entitled Health Risk Assessment Guidance for Analyzing Cancer Risks from Mobile Source Diesel Emissions.  This document can be used to perform a health risk assessment based on the characteristics currently known for the project. It is, therefore, recommended that the lead agency perform a mobile source health risk assessment for the proposed project, whih includes the results in the Final EIR.  This document can be downloaded from AQMD’s CEQA web pages at the following URL: http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/diesel_analysis.doc . The HRA Guidance document also contains a list of mitigation measures that can be used to mitigate diesel exhaust emissions.

2. The SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency consider the following revisions to the mitigation measures proposed in Volume I on page 5-58 from the HRA Guidance document for incorporation into the proposed project and the Final EIR, if applicable and feasible:

MM 5.2-4

· Extend buffer zones Provide a minimum buffer zone of 300 meters between truck traffic and sensitive receptors.

· Enforce Oon-site truck parking restrictions. 

· On-site –idling restrictions. Restrict idling to 10 minutes or less.
3. The SCAQMD further recommends that the lead agency consider the following mitigation measures from the HRA Guidance document for incorporation into the proposed project and the Final EIR, if applicable and feasible:

Potential Mitigation Measures for Long Term Operations

· Re-route truck traffic by restricting truck traffic on certain sensitive routes;

· Improve traffic flow by signal synchronization;

· Develop park and ride programs;
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Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Proposed 592-acre Industry Business Center – City of Industry

Potential Mitigation Measures for Long Term Operations cont.

· Restrict operation to “clean” trucks;

· Electrify service equipment at facility;

· Require or provide incentives for haul/delivery trucks to use low-sulfur diesel fuel with particulate traps.

· Conduct air quality monitoring at sensitive receptors if impacts are found to be significant.

4. Because the daily construction emission impacts for CO, NOx,  ROC and PM10 for the project were concluded to be significant, the lead agency should consider adding the following mitigation measures to further reduce CO, NOx ROC and fugitive dust (PM10) impacts from the proposed project, if applicable and feasible:

Recommended additions:

· Develop a construction traffic management plan that includes, but is not limited to: 
· Rerouting construction trucks off congested streets

· Consolidating truck deliveries

· Provide temporary traffic controls such as a flag person, during all phases of construction to maintain smooth traffic flow.

· Reroute construction trucks away from congested streets or sensitive receptor areas.

· Give preferential consideration to contractors who use clean fuel construction equipment; emulsified diesel fuels; construction equipment that uses low sulfur diesel and is equipped with oxidation catalysts, particulate traps, or other retrofit technologies, etc.

· Enclose, cover, water twice daily or apply non-toxic soil binders according to manufacturers’ specifications, to exposed piles (i.e., gravel, sand, dirt) with 5% or greater silt content.

· Suspend all excavating and grading operations when wind gusts (as instantaneous gusts) exceed 25 mph.

· Water active sites at least three times daily.

· Apply non-toxic soil stabilizers according to manufacturers’ specifications to all inactive construction areas (previously graded areas inactive for ten days or more).
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Recommended additions cont.

· Apply water three times daily, or non-toxic soil stabilizers according to manufacturers’ specifications, to all unpaved parking or staging areas or unpaved road surfaces.

· Install wheel washers where vehicles enter and exit the construction site onto paved roads or wash off trucks and any equipment leaving the site each trip.

· All streets shall be swept at least once a day using SCAQMD Rule 1186 certified street sweepers or roadway washing trucks if visible soil materials are carried to adjacent streets (recommend water sweepers with reclaimed water).

· Traffic speeds on all unpaved roads to be reduced to 15 mph or less.

· Pave construction roads that have a traffic volume of more than 50 daily trips by construction equipment, 150 total daily trips for all vehicles.

· Pave all construction access roads at least 100 feet on to the site from the main road.

· Pave construction roads that have a daily traffic volume of less than 50 vehicular trips.
· Appoint a construction relations officer to act as a community liaison concerning on-site construction activity including resolution of issues related to PM10 generation.

· Use low VOC coatings and solvents.

5. Because the daily operational emission impacts for CO, NOx,  ROC and PM10 for the project were concluded to be significant, the lead agency should consider adding the following measures to MM 5.2-3 on page 5-53 of the Draft EIR to further reduce CO, NOx ROC and PM10 impacts from the proposed project, if applicable and feasible:

Recommended additions:

· Construct on-site or off-site bus turnouts, passenger benches, and shelters.

· Construct off-site pedestrian facility improvements such as overpasses or wider sidewalks.

· Provide shuttles to major rail transit systems (e.g., right of way, capital improvements. Construct, contribute, or dedicate land for the provision of off-site bicycle trails linking the facility to designated bicycle commuting routes.
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Recommended additions cont.:

· Provide preferential parking spaces for carpools and vanpools and provide 7’2” minimum vertical clearance in parking facilities for vanpool access.

· Provide on-site child care and after-school facilities or contribute to off-site development within walking distance.

· Provide on-site employee services such as cafeterias, ATMs, etc

· Reschedule truck deliveries and pickups for off-peak hours.
· Require on-site truck loading zones

· Use low-emission fleet vehicles.

6. In Volume II in Appendix C (Air Quality Data) on pages C-14 and C-15, the lead agency described its CALINE4 modeling methodology. EPA approved EMFAC2002 as the only factor model for CO hotspots analyses in California on April 1, 2003 (Federal Register, Volume 68, Number 62, April 1, 2003). The project proponent used EMFAC2002 emission factors for traveling emission rates, but back-calculated idling and start emissions using BURDEN2002.  While the methodology presented in the draft EIR would generate emission rates close to those directly estimated by EMFAC2002, because EMFAC2002 and not BURDEN2002 is the only EPA approved model for CO hotspots analyses, the project proponent should use EMFAC2002 to develop all emission rates for the CO hotspots analysis.
Idle emission rates can be generated by EMFAC2002 by requesting emissions rates for vehicles speeds of zero miles per hour.  The idling emission rate in the output file for zero miles per hour will be presented in the units of grams per hour. .
_1127115454.doc
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