	
[image: image1.wmf]
	South Coast
Air Quality Management District
21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182
(909) 396-2000  http://www.aqmd.gov


FAXED: JULY 22, 2004






July 22, 2004

Mr. Ernest Wong

Los Angeles Department of Water and Power

PO Box 51111

Room1343

Los Angeles, CA 90051-5700

Negative Declaration for the Two Proposed Chloramination Stations at the Van Norman Complex in Granada Hills – Los Angeles Department of Water and Power

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Negative Declaration.

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Negative Declaration. The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.




Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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July 22, 2004
Negative Declaration for the Two Proposed Chloramination Stations at the Van Norman Complex in Granada Hills – Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 

1. In the project descriptions for the two proposed Chloramination stations, chlorine scrubbers and aqua ammonia storage tanks are described as part of the proposed facility list: Van Norman Station Chloramination Station No. 1 (VNCS1) will have one chlorine scrubber and six, steel 12,000-gallon capacity aqua ammonia storage tanks and Van Norman Station Chloramination Station No. 2 (VNCS2) will have one scrubber and three, steel 12,000-gallon capacity aqua ammonia storage tanks.
In the Final Negative Declaration, the lead agency should consult with SCAQMD engineering permitting staff to determine compliance with SCAQMD Rule 201 – Permit to Construct and Rule 203 – Permit to Operate due to the potential issuance of air contaminants from the aqua ammonia tanks and related control equipment. SCAQMD engineering permitting staff can be contacted at (909) 396-2538.

2. The lead agency should estimate the construction emission impacts described in the project description for both of the proposed stations to include the proposed underground aqua ammonia, sample, chlorine vacuum lines; the underground lines that will provide water to the pumps and chlorine injection valves; waste lines for the stations that will be connected to the sewer; the nine storage tanks; the two one-story buildings; and the emissions from the construction of the utility roadways for both stations. Without calculating construction emissions, the lead agency has not demonstrated that air quality impacts for the project will not be significant.
For the current proposed project and any future projects, please refer to the current CARB URBEMIS 2002 emissions model, which can be accessed at http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/models.html or follow the calculation methodologies in Chapter 9 and the Appendix to Chapter 9 in the SCAQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook.
3. The analysis of air quality impacts should include the influence of complying with SCAQMD Rule 403 – Fugitive Dust.  
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