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FAXED: JULY 6, 2004





July 6, 2004
Mr. Daniel Fox, AICP

Director of Community Development
City of Walnut
Planning and Community Development Department
21201 La Puente Road
Walnut, CA 91789
Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for the Proposed 25-acre Leming Property 10 Residential Lot Subdivision – City of Walnut
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Environmental Impact Report (Final EIR).
Please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Environmental Impact Report. The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.




Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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July 6, 2004
Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for the Proposed 25-acre Leming Property 10 Residential Lot Subdivision – City of Walnut
1. In Table 4-5 on page 4-26 of the Draft EIR, the lead agency lists Project Related (Construction and Operation) Air Emissions in pounds per day using the URBEMIS 7G computer model to estimate project air quality impacts.
It is recommended that air quality impacts be reanalyzed for the proposed project using URBEMIS 2002, which is the current California Air Resources Board (CARB) approved model for analyzing air quality impacts from land use projects.  URBEMIS 2002 has been available for use since mid-2002. For some pollutants, the mobile source emission factors are substantially higher in URBEMIS 2002 compared to URBEMIS 7G.  As a result, the analysis in the Draft EIR using the URBEMIS 7G model may have substantially underestimated air quality impacts of the proposed project.  The current model can be obtained at the CARB website: http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/urbemis.html .
2. In the event that quantification of the construction air quality impacts from the proposed project exceed established daily significance thresholds for Nitrogen Oxide (NOx), the SCAQMD recommends the following mitigation measures to further reduce NOx  impacts from the project, if applicable and feasible:

· Prohibit truck idling in excess of ten minutes.

· Configure construction parking to minimize traffic interference.

· Provide temporary traffic controls such as a flag person, during all phases of construction to maintain smooth traffic flow.

· Schedule construction activities that affect traffic flow on the arterial system to off-peak hour to the extent practicable.

· Reroute construction trucks away from congested streets or sensitive receptor areas.
· Provide dedicated turn lanes for movement of construction trucks and equipment on- and off-site.

· Use electricity from power poles rather than temporary diesel generators.

· Give preferential consideration to contractors who use clean fuel construction equipment; emulsified diesel fuels; construction equipment that uses low sulfur diesel and is equipped with oxidation catalysts, particulate traps, or other retrofit technologies, etc.
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