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July 30, 2004
Dr. Robert Kanter

Director of Planning

The Port of Long Beach

P.O. Box 570

Long Beach, CA 90801-0570

Final Environmental Impact Statement/Report (FEIS/R) for the Proposed Pier J South Terminal Development – The Port of Long Beach

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) submitted comments to the lead agency on the above mentioned document on October 8, 2003.  Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, the lead agency has provided the AQMD with written responses to AQMD comments.  The AQMD staff is pleased to see that the lead agency conducted the Health Risk Assessment (HRA) Addendum, Appendix E for the Final EIS/R to estimate the risk of diesel particulate emissions using the California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) EMFAC2002 mobile source emission factor model.  

Although the AQMD staff commends the lead agency for conducting such an analysis, comments are limited as the AQMD staff did not have sufficient time to review the assumptions and methodology used in the HRA Addendum.  Based on an initial review of the analysis, the lead agency should consider evaluating potential health risks from the 52-Acre and 75-Acre Landfill Alternatives as operational impacts would begin in 2007 and 2011, respectively, as compared to 2015 from the 115-Acre Alternative.  Since particulate emissions are generally higher in earlier years due to fleet turnover, the potential health risks from diesel particulate should also be evaluated for the 52-Acre and 75-Acre to ensure that they are actually less than the 115-Acre Alternative project. 
The AQMD staff remains concerned that operational emissions are underestimated for on-road vehicles.  The operational emission estimates presented for the 115-Acre and 75-Acre Landfill Alternatives assume a 75 percent reduction in diesel particulate (Table 3.1.4-3 and Table 3.1.5-3, respectively).  The 75 percent reduction represents a reduction in emission standards for new model year heavy-duty highway engines and vehicles is not appropriate for the overall fleet emission factor.  Assuming a 75 percent reduction for the entire fleet implies that all vehicles accessing Pier J after 2007 will have 2007 or later model year engines or be retrofitted with a particulate trap with 75 percent control.  The FEIS/R did not provide any enforceable commitment to ensure this level of control would occur at the project site.  

Furthermore, the lead agency used CARB’s EMFAC2002 to estimate particulate emissions for the FEIR/S to the HRA Addendum.  The AQMD strongly suggests that the lead agency update operational emission estimates using CARB EMFAC2002 in the air quality analysis.  If the lead agency elects to rely on CARB EMFAC2001 to estimate on-road emissions, application of the 75 percent reduction should not be used as it inappropriately accounts for future federal emission standards into the overall vehicle fleet.
The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact me at (909) 396-3105 if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Susan Nakamura




Planning & Rules Manager
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