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June 4, 2004

Ms. Kathy Marx

City of Palm Springs

Department of Planning and Zoning

P. O. Box 2743

3200 Tahquitz Canyon Way

Palm Springs, CA 92263-2743

Dear Ms. Marx:

Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration for

The Palm Springs Transfer and Recycling Facility

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.

Please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.  The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

RVCO40507-07

Control Number

Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (DMND) for

The Palm Springs Transfer and Recycling Facility
1.
URBEMIS 2002:
On page 21 of the DMND, the lead agency indicates that the URBEMIS 2002 model was used to calculate construction equipment exhaust emissions.  The printout of the model results was not included so staff could not verify the results.  It is recommended that the lead agency include relevant information such as the URBEMIS 2002 model print in the Final MND and all future CEQA analyses.

2.
Operational Emissions:
Tables 2.6 and 2.7 on page 23 do not include on-road mobile source emissions from consumers traveling to the second hand store and education center.  Please include the emissions from these sources in the Final MND.

3.
Off-Site Vehicle Trips:
Table 2.6 on page 23 shows 54 one way trips per day.  This number is inconsistent with the number of daily trips identified for the proposed project in the Traffic analyses in Table 2.13 of 770 one-way trips (750 tons per day proposal).  Please correct or explain this apparent discrepancy in the Final MND.

4.
EMFAC2002:

On page 23 of the DMND the lead agency states that on-road emissions were calculated using EMFAC2002.  No information is included regarding which year’s mobile source emission factors were used.  There is also no information on the calculations, assumptions, etc., that were used to generate the table.  Please provide this information in the Final MND.

5.
NOX Emissions:
Table 2.7 on page 23 shows that NOX emissions exceed the daily NOX threshold of 100 pounds per day.  The main contributors to this impact are on-road transfer and recycle trucks.  It is assumed that these are heavy-duty trucks, although this is not specifically mentioned in the DMND.  The lead agency then says the impact will not be significant for several reasons.  First, the per mile NOX emission factor declines over time.  This is true for regional fleets, but may not be true for a small local fleet where diesel engines may last 20 to 30 years.  Second, SCAQMD Rule 1193 requires acquisition of alternative or clean fuels replacement trucks, but only when replacing a vehicle at the end of its useful life.  SCAQMD Rule 1193 does not require replacements by any particular date.  Consequently, depending on the age of the vehicles in the local fleet, replacement might occur for up to 20 to 30 years.

6.
NOX Mitigation:
Based on the preceding comment, the lead agency should require replacement of a sufficient number of vehicles with alternative fuel vehicles or retrofit existing vehicles with particulate filters and oxidation catalysts to reduce NOX emissions to less than 100 pounds per day.

7.
Diesel Truck Emissions:
Table 2.13 on page 66 of the DMND shows that at buildout and operating at full capacity, the facility will generate 770 one-way vehicle trips per day. It is assumed that most of these trips will be made by heavy-duty diesel commercial collection and contractor trucks.  The California Air Resources Board (CARB) has designated diesel particulates as a carcinogen since 1998.  It is recommended that the lead agency analyze potential health risks from heavy-duty trucks to sensitive receptors along the truck routes within two miles from the project site.  The SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency perform an air toxics health risk analysis of the diesel truck particulate emissions.  The SCAQMD has prepared interim guidance for preparing such an analysis.  This can be accessed at the SCAQMD website: www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/html under Health Risk Assessment Guidance.  If the cancer risk exceeds ten in a million, specific mitigation measures must be identified by the lead agency to reduce the risk.  Mitigation measures identified in this guidance document, including the use of oxidation catalysts will not only reduce toxic PM10 emissions, but will also help reduce operational NOX emissions, which were concluded to exceed the daily NOX significance threshold, according to Table 2.7 on page 23 of the DMND.  

8.
CO Hotspots Analysis:
The traffic analysis, Table 2.13 on page 66 shows that the proposed project may generate 770 one-way vehicle trips.  Table 2.17 on page 70 shows the intersections affected by the proposed project and their associated levels of service (LOS).  The lead agency, however, does not include vehicle to capacity ratio effects of the proposed project on the intersections identified in the table.  The SCAQMD recommends a CO hotspots analysis for a project if it increases the vehicle to capacity ratio of an intersection rated C or worse by 0.02 (two percent).  The lead agency should indicate in the Final MND whether the proposed project will increase the vehicle to capacity ratios of any of the affected intersections rated C or worse and, if any intersections meet this criterion, perform a CO hotspots analysis.
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