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June 10, 2004

Mr. Amit Pathak

Department of Toxic Substances Control

5796 Corporate Avenue

Cypress , CA 90630

Draft Negative Declaration (DND) Santa Fe Springs Athletic Fields

(Site Code 301056-11)

Dear Mr. Pathak:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Negative Declaration.

Please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Negative Declaration.  The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

LAC040513-07

Control Number

Draft Negative Declaration (DND) – Santa Fe Springs Athletic Fields

(Site Code 301056-11)

1. SCAQMD Rules 1166 and/or 1150:
The proposal to remove the existing clay liner has the potential to expose VOC-contaminated soil and or buried waste as defined in Rule 1166 and/or Rule 1150.  The SCAQMD would therefore require the submittal of an excavation plan application to obtain approval to proceed with the excavation.  The approved plan should contain mitigation measures designed to reduce fugitive dust emissions from handling and disposing of the contaminated soils and waste.  
2. Odor Impacts:
The proposal to remove the existing clay liner has the potential to expose odorous materials that could adversely affect any nearby sensitive receptors.  The lead agency should include odor abatement measures in the event that odors are uncovered during excavation.  Such measures may include covering exposed areas when not actively being disturbed, cover with a layer of dirt and water, etc.
3. Dust Emissions:
Some dust emissions sources were not included as part of the construction air quality analysis.  Specifically, dust generating activities from hauling soil to the site were not calculated.  These activities include hauling the soil (dust emissions during transport), dumping, filling, etc.  Fugitive dust emissions from hauling soil, etc., should be calculated and included in the final MND.

4. Operational Emissions from the Methane Control System:
The analysis of air quality impacts for the proposed project focuses on construction emissions and does not include an analysis of operational emissions.  For example, the proposed methane mitigation system is a device that emits air contaminants and its installation and operation are subject to SCAQMD Rules 201 and 203.   Emissions from operating the methane control system should be calculated and included in the final Negative Declaration.  Further, depending on the pollutant constituents of the combustion emissions from the methane control system, a health risk assessment (HRA) may be required by the SCAQMD.  In this situation, the results of the HRA should also be included in the final MND. 
5. Operational Emissions:
Once the proposed park becomes operational, mobile source emissions from people visiting the park will be generated.  Operational emissions will also include emissions from the methane control equipment (see comment # 4).  Operational emissions should be calculated and included in the final MND.  
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