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March 12, 2004

Ms. Ann Reynolds

Los Angeles Unified School District

Office of Environmental Health and safety

355 South Grand Ave., 15th Floor

Los Angeles, CA 90071

Dear Ms. Reynolds:

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for

The Central Los Angeles Area New High School No. 11

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS: CB

LACO40129-02

Control Number

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for

The Central Los Angeles Area New High School No. 11

1. Health Risk Assessment I:

In Appendix D of the DEIR, the lead agency refers to four attachments (A – D) that were used in the Supplemental Health Risk Assessment.  These attachments, especially A, Quantification of Carcinogenic Risk and Noncarcinogenic Hazards, were not included in the DEIR so it was not possible for AQMD staff to review the methodology and results for accuracy.  Attachment A, which was later sent upon request, did not include the analysis that was used to estimate the ground level concentrations given in the attachment.  So AQMD staff could not review the air dispersion modeling component of the health risk assessment.
2. Errors in Background Air Quality Data:

Table 3A-3 on page 3-9 of the DEIR shows the air quality data collected at the North Main Street Air Monitoring Station near Downtown Los Angeles.  The table shows some errors when compared with the annual air quality summaries for 2000 to 2002 published by the SCAQMD.  Note specifically the following::

· The maximum 8-hr CO concentration in 2001 should be 4.6 ppm

· The maximum 8-hr CO concentration in 2002 should be 4.0 ppm

· The maximum 1-hr NO2 concentration in 2000 should be 0.16 ppm

· The maximum 24-hr SO2 concentration in 2000 should be 0.010 ppm

· The maximum 24-hr SO2 concentration in 2001 should be 0.010 ppm

· The maximum 24-hr SO2 concentration in 2002 should be 0.016 ppm.

These corrections are minor, and do not change any conclusions.  However, for purposes of accuracy, they should be corrected in the Final DEIR.
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