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FAXED: MARCH 5, 2004





March 5, 2004

Mr. Kevin White, Senior Associate Planner
San Bernardino County Land Use Services Department
Planning Division
385 N. Arrowhead Avenue, First Floor
San Bernardino, CA 92415-0182
Developmental Proposal to Create 3 Lots on 2.34 acres and a Conditional Use Permit to Establish 3 Warehouse Buildings in Fontana – County of San Bernardino
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the appropriate final document.
The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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March 5, 2004

Senior Associate Planner
Developmental Proposal to Create 3 Lots on 2.34 acres and a Conditional Use Permit to Establish 3 Warehouse Buildings in Fontana – County of San Bernardino
1. In the developmental proposal’s project description, the lead agency proposes the construction of three 12,640 warehouse buildings but does not include estimates of the project’s construction impacts or operation impacts. Because this information has not been included in the Draft Development Proposal, the lead agency has therefore not demonstrated that the proposed project will not generate significant adverse construction or operational air quality impacts that may trigger further analysis pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act.
To calculate the proposed project’s emission impacts, the lead agency can utilize the current URBEMIS 2002 land use emissions model, which can be accessed at http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/models.html or follow the calculation methodologies in Chapter 9 and the Appendix to Chapter 9 in the South Coast AQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook.
2. In the project description, it is not clear whether or not there will be an increase in heavy-duty diesel truck trips transporting materials to or from the proposed facilities. The California Air Resources Board has classified the particulate portion of diesel exhaust emissions as carcinogenic. If there is a substantial amount of heavy-duty diesel truck trips at this site, which will emit particulate emissions from trucks queuing and idling, an air toxic health risk analysis may be warranted.

The AQMD has developed a methodology for estimating cancer risks from mobile sources in a document entitled Health Risk Assessment Guidance for Analyzing Cancer Risks from Mobile Source Diesel Emissions.  This document can be downloaded from AQMD’s CEQA web pages at the following URL: http:/www/aqmd.gov/handbook/hra_guide.doc. 
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