	
[image: image1.wmf]
	South Coast
Air Quality Management District
21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182
(909) 396-2000  http://www.aqmd.gov


FAXED: MARCH 24, 2004





March 24, 2004

Ms. Sandra Massa-Lavitt, Interim Senior Planner
City of La Habra Heights
1245 North Hacienda Road
La Habra Heights, CA 90631
Draft Negative Declaration for the Proposed

Site 3 Natural Gas Enhancement Project (5-70kW Micro-Turbines and 1-Amine Unit to Remove CO2) – City of La Habra Heights
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Negative Declaration.

Please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Negative Declaration. The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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March 24, 2004

Interim Senior Planner
Draft Negative Declaration for the Proposed

Site 3 Natural Gas Enhancement Project (5-70kW Micro-Turbines and 1-Amine Unit to Remove CO2) – City of La Habra Heights
· The proposed project consists of the installation and operation of a Carbon Monoxide (CO2) Removal Unit and five 70kW micro-turbines. Although the lead agency addresses CO2 emissions (a green house gas), the lead agency dismisses criteria pollutants emissions as “minimal.” There are no estimates of the proposed project’s construction air quality impacts or operation air quality impacts. Because the lead agency has not quantified air quality impacts in the Draft Negative Declaration (Draft ND), the lead agency has not demonstrated that the proposed project will not generate significant adverse construction or operational air quality impacts that may trigger further analysis pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act.
To calculate the proposed project’s construction impacts, the lead agency can utilize the current URBEMIS 2002 land use emissions model, which can be accessed at http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/models.html or follow the calculation methodologies in Chapter 9 and the Appendix to Chapter 9 in the South Coast AQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook. For estimating the project’s operational impacts from the proposed stationary sources, please consult with SCAQMD engineering permitting staff for emission factors and other relevant information to ensure that stationary source emissions in the Negative Declaration are consistent with emission estimates that are included in the seven permit applications already submitted to the SCAQMD.
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