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FAXED: MAY 7, 2004






May 7, 2004

Ms. Sandra Massa-Lavitt, Contract Planner
City of La Habra Heights
1245 North Hacienda Road
La Habra Heights, CA 90631
Revised Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed

Site 3 Natural Gas Enhancement Project (5-70kW Micro-Turbines and 1-Amine Unit to Remove CO2) – City of La Habra Heights

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration (Final MND).

Please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration. The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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May 7, 2004

Contract Planner
Mitigated Draft Negative Declaration for the Proposed

Site 3 Natural Gas Enhancement Project (5-70kW Micro-Turbines and 1-Amine Unit to Remove CO2) – City of La Habra Heights
1. The proposed project consists of the installation and operation of a Carbon Dioxide (CO2) Removal Unit and five 70kW micro-turbines. In a previous comment letter submitted by the SCAQMD on the proposed project (dated March 24, 2004), the SCAQMD requested that the lead agency quantify construction and operation emissions. Although the lead agency quantified construction emissions, the air quality analysis in the Draft MND still does not include estimates for the proposed project’s operational emissions e.g., the estimates for the five natural gas fired 70kW micro-turbines. The operational emission estimates are available and should have been included in the Draft MND.  Operation emissions from the proposed project’s permit applications have been obtained from the SCAQMD’s Engineering and Compliance Division and are provided in Table 1 below.  As shown in the table, operation emissions do not exceed the recommended thresholds of significance.  It is requested that this information be included in the Final MND.
TABLE 1
Operation Emissions 
(pounds/day)

	
	ROG
	NOx
	CO
	PM10
	SO2

	5 Micro-turbines
	1.56
	4.54
	2.76
	0.72
	0.12

	DEA Heater
	0.24
	4.25
	3.57
	0.13
	0.02

	Project Emissions Total
	1.8
	8.79
	6.33
	0.85
	0.14

	CEQA Thresholds
	55
	55
	550
	150
	150

	Significant (Yes/No)
	No
	No
	No
	No
	No


2. On page IS-17 under Long-Term Operations Impact, the lead agency states, in part “…cogeneration has the beneficial effect of reducing regional pollutant emissions from power plants, some of which burn fossil fuels.” The lead agency then concludes that the cumulative air quality impact will therefore be less than significant due to the regional reduction in emissions from the use of co-generation in the operations of the site. The SCAQMD does not necessarily agree with the assertion that regional power plant emissions are reduced as a result of the proposed project.  First, the power generation occurring at the site does not necessarily displace energy production in the Basin because not all electricity consumed in the Basin is produced here. Most of the energy consumed in the Basin is imported. Also, during periods of peak electricity demand, e.g., during the summer, all local power generators are likely to be operating.  Consequently, construction of new power generating equipment would be a new source of emissions in the Basin and should be accounted for in the CEQA document.
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